ACT  UP  responds  to 

New  York  police 
harassment 

Guidelines  issued  for  dealing  with  cops  urge 
((Just  shut  up” 

By  Jon  David  Aloisi-Nalley 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Sept.  28  search  of  an 
ACT  UP/New  York  member’s  apartment 
by  a  special  division  of  the  New  York  Police 
Department  (NYPD)  has  led  to  the  creation 
of  a  statement  of  guidelines  for  activists 
dealing  with  police.  Called  SILENCE  = 

GOLDEN,  the  guidelines  were  prepared  by 
five  attorneys  and  an  activist  associated  with 
the  group  and  presented  at  ACT  UP’s  Oct.  3 
meeting.  Activists  hope  the  guidelines  will 
help  protect  the  rights  of  ACT  UP  members 
in  the  wake  of  this  search  and  other  recent 
cases  of  police  harassment  of  members  of 
ACT  UP  and  lesbian  and  gay  activists  in 
general. 

ACT  UP  member  Steve  Quester  said  he 
answered  his  door  at  6:15  a.m.  on  Sept.  28 
and  was  greeted  by  four  members  of  New 
York’s  Major  Case  Squad.  According  to 
Quester,  the  officers  said  they  were  in¬ 
vestigating  telephone  harassment  against 
New  York  City  Health  Commissioner 
Stephen  Joseph.  Joseph  has  been  the  focus 
of  several  ACT  UP/NY  protests  due  to  his 
inaction  on  AIDS  and  attempts  to  reduce 
the  estimates  of  the  numbers  of  New 
Yorkers  with  HIV  infection.  Quester  said 
the  officers  threatened  “everyone  in  the 
apartment”  with  arrest  if  Quester  did  not 
cooporate  with  the  investigation.  He  said 
the  officers  further  threatened  to  call  his 
employer. 

At  the  Oct.  3  meeting  where  the  guidelines 
were  distributed,  other  members  reported 
surveillance  on  their  residences.  There  was 
also  a  discussion  of  the  monitoring  of  ACT 
UP  meetings  by  intelligence  officers,  who  in 
New  York  City  are  called  “Community  Af¬ 
fairs  Officers.”  The  legal  advisers  speaking 
at  the  ACT  UP  meeting  cautioned  members 
to  assume  that  authorities  are  listening  and 
watching,  but  warned  against  “paranoia.” 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Public  Informa¬ 
tion  division  of  NYPD  did  not  respond  to 
repeated  inquiries  about  both  the  search  of 
Quester’s  apartment  and  the  monitoring  of 
ACT  UP  meetings. 

While  not  seeking  to  dissipate  the  anger  at 
recent  police  actions,  the  authors  of  the 
SILENCE  =  GOLDEN  guidelines  said  they 
hope  to  channel  that  anger  more  productive¬ 
ly.  “Steve’s  visit  was  very  typical,”  criminal 
defense  attorney  Mike  Spiegel  told  hun¬ 
dreds  assembled  at  ACT  UP’s  Oct.  3  meet¬ 
ing.  “The  police  lied  [when  Quester  asked  if 
he  had  to  answer  their  questions].  They  are 
there  to  get  information  from  you  and  they 
will  misrepresent  your  rights  and  do 
anything  they  can  to  get  that  information.” 

“Tell  them  ‘I  don’t  want  to  talk  to 
you,’  ”  Spiegel  urged  the  crowd.  “And  say 
goodbye.” 

The  guidelines,  printed  below,  were 
created  by  Spiegel,  Kayeton  Kurowski,  an 
ACT  UP  civil  disobedience  support  facilita¬ 
tor  and  attorneys  Joan  Gibbs  of  the  Center 
for  Constitutional  Rights,  Bill  Dobbs  of 
ACT  UP  and  Mickey  Wheatley  and  David 
Barr  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa- 
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FDA  to  announce  new 
drug  regs 

AIDS  activists  say  changes  are  merely  cosmetic  and  fail  to 
increase  availability  of  treatments 

By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  is  set  to  announce  a 
new  policy  intended  to  streamline  the  ap¬ 
proval  process  for  drugs  to  treat  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  The  policy,  which 
FDA  officials  told  GCN  will  be  announced 
within  one  month,  was  greeted  with  skep¬ 
ticism  by  AIDS  activists.  Many  said  the 
policy  amounted  to  a  “band-aid  solution.” 

Activists  also  speculated  that  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  new  policy  was  designed 
to  detract  from  the  Oct.  1 1  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  (CD)  planned  for  FDA  headquarters 
in  Rockville,  Maryland.  Jim  Eigo  of  ACT 
UP/New  York,  who  was  one  of  four  ACT 
UP  members  to  meet  with  FDA  commis¬ 
sioner  Frank  Young  Oct.  5,  told  GCN  he  ex¬ 
pected  Young  to  announce  the  policy  jointly 
with  presidential  candidate  George  Bush 
sometime  before  the  CD.  Eigo  speculated 
also  that  the  announcement  is  a  political 
ploy  to  boost  the  Bush  campaign  and  deflate 
the  impact  of  the  CD.  Eigo  also  said  the  new 
policy  addresses  only  one  of  nine  demands 
ACT  NOW  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Network, 

Organize  and  Win),  will  make  at  the  CD. 

“If  the  threat  of  CD  has  got  them  moving, 
maybe  the  actual  CD  will  really  get  them  go¬ 
ing,”  said  Eigo. 

ACT  NOW,  the  group  primarily  responsi¬ 
ble  for  organizing  the  CD,  is  demanding 
changes  in  the  FDA  licensing  process  that 
will  make  experimental  AIDS  drugs  more 
readily  available  to  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs).  Eight  years  into  the  epidemic,  the 
FDA  has  licensed  only  two  drugs  —  AZT 
and  trimetrexate  —  out  of  over  100  current¬ 
ly  in  clinical  trials  or  awaiting  research. 

According  to  FDA  officials,  the  policy 
will  eliminate  phase  III  of  the  three-step 
drug  approval  process  for  especially  promis¬ 
ing  treatments  for  life-threatening  illnesses, 
including  AIDS.  Currently,  each  experi¬ 
mental  drug  faces  five  to  ten  years  of  clinical 
trials  and  development  costs  of  over  $100 


tion  Fund.  They  said  the  strategy  attempts 
to  assuage  “the  level  of  anxiety”  generated 
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SILENCE  =  GOLDEN 

ACT  UP/New  York’s  clip-and- 
save  guide  to  police 
intimidation 

The  following  guidelines  were  for¬ 
mulated  by  legal  advisors  to  ACT 
UP/NY,  but  they  apply  to  all  gay  men 
and  lesbians  and  activists. 

1.  You  do  not  have  to  talk  to  the  police  or  FBI 
or  any  other  investigators.  You  do  not  have  to 
talk  to  them  whether  they  come  to  your  house,  on 
the  street,  if  you've  been  arrested,  or  even  if  you  are 
in  jail.  Only  a  court  or  a  grand  jury  has  legal  authority 
to  compel  testimony. 

2.  You  don't  have  to  let  the  police  or  FBI  into  your 
home  or  office  unless  they  show  you  an  arrest  or 
search  warrant  which  authorizes  them  to  enter  that 
specific  place. 

3.  If  they  do  present  a  warrant,  you  do  not  have  to 
tell  them  anything  other  than  your  name  and  address. 
You  have  a  right  to  observe  what  they  do. 

4.  Make  written  notes,  including  the  agents'  names, 
agency  and  badge  numbers.  Try  to  have  other  people 
present  as  witnesses  and  have  them  make  written 
notes,  too. 

5.  Anything  you  do  say  to  any  law  enforcement  officer 
may  be  used  against  you  and  other  people, 

6.  If  you  do  give  the  FBI  or  police  information,  it  may 
mean  that  you  will  have  to  testify  to  the  same  infor¬ 
mation  at  a  trial  or  before  a  grand  jury. 

7.  Lying  to  an  FBI  agent  or  other  federal  investigators 
is  a  crime. 

8.  The  best  advice,  if  the  FBI  or  police  try  to  question 
you  or  to  enter  your  home  or  office  without  a  war¬ 
rant.  is  to  JUST  SAY  NO!  Law  enforcement  agents 
have  a  job  to  do  and  they  are  highly  skilled  at  it.  At¬ 
tempting  to  "outwit"  them  is  very  risky.  You  can 
never  tell  how  a  seemingly  harmless  bit  of  in¬ 
formation  can  help  them  hurt  you  or  another 
ACT  UP  member. 

f.  The  investigators  may  threaten  you  with  a  grand 
jury  subpoena  if  you  don't  give  them  information.  But 
you  may  get  one  anyway,  and  anything  you've  already 
told  them  will  be  the  basis  for  more  detailed  ques¬ 
tioning  under  oath. 

10.  They  may  try  to  threaten  or  intimidate  you  by 
pretending  to  have  information  about  you  ("We 
know  what  you've  been  doing,  but  if  you  cooperate  it 
will  be  all  right. ")  If  you  are  concerned  about  this,  tell 
them  you  will  consider  talking  to  them  with  your 
lawyer  present. 

11.  If  you  are  nervous  about  simply  refusing  to  talk, 
you  may  find  it  easier  to  tell  them  to  contact  your 
lawyer.  Once  a  lawyer  is  involved,  the  agents  usually 
pull  back  since  they  have  lost  their  power  to  in¬ 
timidate.  If  you  are  taken  into  police  custody,  once 
you  request  an  attorney,  they  must  cease  question¬ 
ing  until  your  lawyer  is  present.  But  remember,  you 
don't  have  to  answer  their  questions,  even  if  they 
keep  asking.  □ 


million  before  licensing  by  the  FDA. 

New  drugs  must  demonstrate  a  high 
degree  of  both  safety  and  efficacy  before 
they  will  be  approved  by  the  FDA.  Phase  I 
of  the  process  studies  toxicity  in  a  labora¬ 
tory  setting.  Phase  II  attempts  to  determine 
proper  dosage  and  safety.  Phase  III  must 
then  prove  both  safety  and  effectiveness. 
Don  McLearn,  FDA  spokesperson,  told 
GCN  the  new  policy  will  allow  phase  III  to 
be  bypassed  if  phase  II  results  in  “promis¬ 
ing”  data.  “This  will  allow  drug  companies 
to  go  directly  into  production  and 
marketing  much  earlier  than  they  have  ever 
been  allowed  in  the  past,”  said  McLearn. 

“This  is  political  opportunism  of  the 
worst  sort,”  said  David  Barr,  staff  attorney 
for  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund.  “The  new  policy  doesn’t  provide  any 
new  resources  to  the  FDA  to  speed  up  the 
approval  process.  It’s  all  a  big  lie,”  said 
Barr. 

Martin  Delaney  of  Project  Inform  in  San 
Francisco  said,  “This  is  a  changing  of  words 
but  not  of  principle.”  Delaney  was  positive, 
however,  about  the  FDA’s  plans  to  instigate 
an  optional  phase  IV,  known  as  “post-mar¬ 
keting  surveillance.”  The  plan  would  moni¬ 
tor  approved  drugs  for  effectiveness  for  five 
years  after  approval  and,  according  to 
Delaney,  provide  valuable  treatment  infor¬ 
mation  to  PWAs  and  researchers. 

Barr,  who  has  met  with  the  FDA  several 
times,  said  eliminating  phase  III  will  not 
necessarily  speed  up  the  process.  “Only 
miracle  type  drugs  such  as  penicillin 
demonstrate  so  much  effectiveness  by  phase 
II  that  they  could  be  licensed.  With  most 
drugs  it  is  very  unclear  how  safe  and  effec¬ 
tive  they  are  until  the  very  end  (of  the  pro¬ 
cess].” 

Eigo  said  ACT  UP  presented  a  clear  pro¬ 
posal  to  speed  drugs  to  PWAs  in  their 
meeting  with  Young.  He  explained  that 
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S.F.  activists  protest  Bush  appearance 


Bush  hounded  by 
ACT  UPers  in 
California 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Violence  and 
homophobia  erupted  at  two  recent  Republi¬ 
can  gatherings  in  California,  as  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  demonstrators  met  resistance  from 
police  outside  a  San  Francisco  fundraiser 
for  George  Bush’s  Presidential  campaign, 
and  from  the  Young  Americans  for 
Freedom  (YAF)  outside  the  California  Re¬ 
publican  Convention  in  San  Diego. 

In  San  Francisco,  approximately  1000 
demonstrators,  including  gay  and  lesbian 
activists,  and  representatives  from  the 
United  Farm  Workers  Union  (UFWU)  and 
the  International  Machinists  and  Aerospace 
Workers  Union,  gathered  Sept.  14  outside 
the  $  1 ,000-a-plate  fundraiser  at  the  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  Hotel  to  protest  the  Reagan-Bush  admin¬ 
istration’s  policies  on  AIDS. 

Many  police  officers  resorted  to  hitting 
the  vociferous  demonstrators  with  billy 
clubs,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 
The  worst  injury  was  suffered  by  UFWU 
Vice  President  Dolores  Huerta,  who  re¬ 
quired  treatment  for  three  broken  ribs  and 
removal  of  her  spleen.  Video  footage  of  the 
incident  shows  Huerta  trying  to  comply  with 
police  orders  to  move. 

T.J.  Anthony,  designated  by*San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  as  an  official 
observer  of  the  demonstration,  has  testi¬ 
mony  of  several  incidents  of  police  harass¬ 
ment,  the  Reporter  said.  Britt  is  demanding 
an  intensive  investigation  of  the  incident  by 
the  city. 

In  describing  the  purpose  of  the  demon¬ 
stration,  ACT  UP/San  Francisco  media 
director  Liam  Kernell  said,  “How  dare 
George  Bush  come  to  San  Francisco!”  ACT 
UP  was  present  to  protest  Bush’s  lack  of  a 
platform  statement  concerning  AIDS  issues, 
Kernell  added. 

Bush’s  only  remark  concerning  the  dem¬ 
onstration  and  its  demands,  according  to 
the  Reporter,  was,  “I  must  say,  you  have  a 
peculiar  breed  of  demonstrators  out  here. 
I’m  glad  to  be  inside.” 

In  San  Diego,  a  similar  protest  by  ACT 
UP/San  Diego  on  Sept.  17  outside  the  Re¬ 
publican  convention  was  met  with  a 
counter-demonstration  by  YAF.  The  YAF 
marchers  chanted  slogans  such  as  “AIDS 
cures  itself!”  and  “No  extra  rights  for 
Sodomites!”  ACT  UP  demonstrators  respon¬ 
ded  with  shouts  of  “Sieg  Heil!”  and 
“Shame!” 

Police  and  security  at  the  Town  and 
Country  Convention  Center  kept  order 
among  both  groups,  at  several  points  com¬ 
ing  between  the  two,  according  to  Update!, 
a  gay  newspaper  in  San  Diego.  At  one  point, 
they  also  ordered  all  non-press  spectators 
back  inside  the  convention  center. 

Most  spectators  had  no  comment  on  the 
ACT  UP  protesters,  but  reaction  to  the 
YAF  marchers  was  sharply  critical,  Update! 
said.  One  man  told  a  YAF  demonstrator  to 
“get  a  brain  transplant  and  get  one  that 
works.” 

Stan  Berry,  a  member  of  the  Republican 
organization  the  Log  Cabin  Club,  referred 
to  the  YAF  demonstrators  as  neo-Nazi  skin¬ 
heads,  and  YAF  officials  denied  th^t  the 
demonstration  was  officially  sanctioned. 
Republican  party  members  pointed  out  that 
the  YAF  demonstrators  were  not  conven¬ 
tion  delegates,  but  at  least  one  demonstrator 
attended  a  Roman  Catholic  mass  for 
delegates  inside  the  convention. 

□  John  Dooley 
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Hollywood 
stuntwoman  wore 
many  hats 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Members  of  the  ONE 
Institute  of  Homophile  Studies  attended  a 
memorial  service  last  month  for  long-time 
associate  Dorothy  Crocker  Putnam,  who 
died  on  Aug.  5  at  the  age  of  92.  According  to 
the  ONE  Institute’s  October  newsletter, 
Putnam  and  her  companion/lover  Lois 
Mercer  enlivened  ONE  meetings  for  over  25 
yeats.  Putnam,  who  hailed  from  Chicago, 
worked  variously  as  a  taxi  driver,  truck 
driver  and  U.S.  Air  Force  lieutenant.  But 
she  was  reportedly  most  proud  of  her  early 
stint  as  a  Hollywood  stunt  woman.  “She 
had  many  an  anecdote  favorable  and  other¬ 
wise  to  tell  about  some  well-known  film 
notables,”  stated  ONE’S  newsletter. 

Putnam  is  survived  by  Mercer  and  her 
many  friends  at  ONE.  The  ONE  Institute  is 
a  33-year-old  education  center  dedicated  to 
the  field  of  homophile  studies.  ONE  strives 
to  address  the  needs,  interests  and  concerns 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  and  in¬ 
crease  public  understanding  about  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Kitty  D.  details 
AIDS  plan 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  At  the  second  Na¬ 
tional-  AIDS  Conference  at  the  end  of 
September,  Kitty  Dukakis  outlined  an  ex¬ 
tensive  federal  AIDS  policy  program  to  be 
put  in  place  if  her  husband  is  elected  presi¬ 
dent,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 
Speaking  to  an  audience  of  1200,  Dukakis 
promised: 

•  an  executive  order  prohibiting 
discrimination  against  people  with  AIDS, 
ARC  and  HIV  positivity; 

•  AZT  and  other  AIDS  treatment 
availability  at  a  fair  price; 

•  support  for  universal  health  care  legisla¬ 
tion; 

•  a  national  system  to  program  and  fund 
research;  * 

•  shortening  the  time  it  takes  to  make  new 
drugs  available; 

•  the  first  ever  meeting  about  AIDS  bet¬ 
ween  the  president  and  the  Surgeon  General 
(President  Reagan  has  never  discussed 
AIDS  with  current  Surgeon  General  C. 
Everett  Koop,)  and; 

•  federal  funding  and  technical  assistance 
to  establish  networks  of  services. 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  sat  with 
Dukakis  on  the  dais  and  said  that  she 
“touched... people  here  with  her  compas¬ 
sion.” 

Dukakis  said  she  will  visit  the  NAMES 
Project  Memorial  Quilt  on  Oct.  8  while  it  is 
being  displayed  in  Washington.  “Isn’t  it 
time  we  declared  war  on  the  virus  and  not  on 
the  people  it  has  affected?”  she  asked. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Surprise!  Bush 
opposes  gay  foster 
parents 

MOUNT  CLEMENS,  Mich.  —  Follow¬ 
ing  in  Mass.  Governor  Michael  Dukakis’ 
footsteps,  George  Bush  said  he  does  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  homosexual  couples  caring  for 
foster  children,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

“I  just  don’t  favor  that,”  Bush  said  when 
asked  at  a  news  conference.  “I  think  a  child 
should  be  placed  in  a  home  ...  with  a  mother 
and  a  father,  and  this  in  my  view  is  the  way  it 
ought  to  be.  Much  more  love  in  a  situation 
like  that,  lasting  love.” 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

NY  Cardinal 

condemns 

gaybashing 

NEW  YORK  —  John  Cardinal  O’Connor 
used  the  pulpit  of  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  to 
condemn  assaults  on  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
“Anyone  who  does  such  a  thing  thinking  it 
is  justified  by  church  teaching  about 
homosexual  behavior  is  grossly  ignorant  of 
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what  the  church  actually  teaches,”  the  Car¬ 
dinal  said  in  a  statement  he  read  from  the 
Cathedral’s  pulpit  before  delivering  his 
homily  during  Sunday  Mass  Sept.  11. 

Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  had  sent  a  letter  to  Cardinal 
O’Connor  earlier  in  the  month  suggesting  he 
speak  out  on  anti-gay  violence  following  the 
stabbing  and  beating  of  two  men  in  Manhat¬ 
tan  last  month  by  a  gang  of  young  men 
shouting  anti-gay  epithets.  Stoddard  said,  in 
a  New  York  Times  interview  that  the  state¬ 
ment  is  an  important  step  forward,  but  add¬ 
ed  “there  is  an  ambiguity  in  the  message 
because  it  does  suggest  that  gay  people  are 
inferior,  and  that  is  dangerous  and 
troublesome.” 

In  his  statement,  the  Cardinal  said, 
“Since  I  have  been  the  Archbishop  of  New 
York  I  have  tried  in  every  way  I  know  how 
to  make  clear  the  church’s  teaching  on 
homosexuality.  The  church  teaches  that 
homosexual  behavior  is  sinful.  As  in  every 
other  situation,  however,  the  church  never 
condemns  the  sinner,  only  the  sin.  Some 
people  seem  to  get  this  all  mixed  up.  They 
take  it  upon  themselves  to  condemn  the  sin¬ 
ner.”  The  Cardinal  continued,  “I  wish  I  had 
language  strong  enough  to  condemn  this 
kind  of  cruelty.  Anyone  who  performs  such 
actions  in  the  belief  that  he  or  she  is  in  some 
way  helping  society  is  utterly  stupid.”  Ad¬ 
dressing  himself  to  the  people  who  commit 
these  acts,  he  added,  “You  do  an  evil  thing. 
Whatever  you  pretend  to  be,  do  not  pretend 
to  be  Christians.” 

□  Paul-David  Wadler 

AIDS  in  prison 

bibliography 

available 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  National 
Prison  Project  of  the  ACLU  recently  pub¬ 
lished  its  1988  AIDS  in  Prison  Bibliography, 
which  is  a  list  of  resources  on  AIDS  in 
prison.  The  31 -page  bibliography  includes 
an  extensive  list  of  prison  policies  on  AIDS 
(federal  system,  most  state  systems,  local 
and  city  jails),  a  list  of  educational  materials 
for  prisoners,  materials  on  AIDS  litigation 
involving  segregation,  family  visits  and  con¬ 
fidentiality,  and  a  directory  of  medical  and 
legal  articles,  NPP  Journal  articles,  ACLU 
briefing  papers,  and  recent  studies  on 
AIDS. 

To  order  the  bibliography,  which  is  avail¬ 
able  for  $5.00  prepaid,  contact  Judy  Green¬ 
span,  National  Prison  Project  of  the 
ACLU,  1616  P  St.  N.W.,  Suite  340,  Wash¬ 
ington  D.C.,  20036,  telephone  (202) 

331- 0500. 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

National  conference 
for  les/gay  groups 

WASHINGTON  —  The  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  will 
sponsor  “Creating  Change:  A  National 
Conference  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organiza¬ 
tions,”  Nov.  18-20  in  Washington  D.C. 

The  Conference  agenda  is  designed  to:  1) 
foster  skill,  resources,  and  information 
sharing;  2)  support  and  develop  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  leadership  at  the  local,  state,  and  na¬ 
tional  levels;  and  3)  strengthen  our  political 
movement  by  supporting  and  nurturing  the 
organizations  that  serve  our  community. 

Technical  skill  building  workshops  led  by 
activists  from  around  the  country  will  be  of¬ 
fered  in  the  areas  of  lobbying,  organizing 
around  specific  issues,  media  action,  devel¬ 
opment  and  fundraising,  and  direct  action 
tactics  and  strategies.  Panels  will  also  focus 
on  current  political  debates  within  our 
movement  and  intracommunity  obstacles  to 
the  movement’s  growth  and  development, 
such  as  racism,  sexism,  and  ageism.  Keynote 
speakers  will  be  Virginia  Apuzzo  and  John 
D’Emilio. 

For  more  information  on  conference  reg¬ 
istration  and  workshops,  write  to  NGLTF 
CREATING  CHANGE,  1517  U  Street  NW, 
Washington  D.C.  20009  or  call  (202) 

332- 6483. 

□  Don  Verfaille 
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VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

*  Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Gay  Men’s  Therapy 
Group 

There  are  currently  openings 
for  new  members  in  an 
ongoing  general  issues 
therapy  group.  Focus  on  your 
identity  as  a  gay  man... your 
relationships,1  family,  friends 
and  work.  For  information 
call  437-9643. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


FOREX- 


ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Phoenix . $268RT 

Albuquerque . $31 8RT 

San  Juan . $259RT 

San  Diego . $298RT 

Key  West . $274RT 

Los  Angeles . $31 8RT 

Mexico  City . $378RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Stopping  Dannemeyer  in 
California 

Efforts  to  defeat  the  homophobe’s  Prop  102  gain 
momentum 


Sending  off 
the  Quilt 

Boston  organizers  stage 
community  rally  in 
preparation  for  D.  C. 
display 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Despite  an  afternoon  of 
inclement  weather  that  forced  proceedings 
indoors,  the  local  kick-off  rally  for  the 
Washington,  D.C.  display  of  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  went  off  smoothly  on  Oct. 
4.  Sponsored  by  NAMES  Project/New 
England,  the  spirited  celebration  —  which 
included  song,  dance,  raffle  drawings  and 
commentary  by  NAMES  Project  organizers 
—  drew  over  a  hundred  people  to  City  Hall 
in  the  early  dusk.  The  event,  called  Rally 
’Round  the  Quilt,  was  by  turns  energizing, 
humorous  and  poignant,  as  speakers  and 
performers  talked  about  friends  and  loved 
ones  who  have  died,  or  who  are  living  with 
AIDS. 

The  featured  speaker  at  the  event  was 
Cleve  Jones,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  in  Nov.  1985.  Jones, 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco,  stopped  in 
Boston  en  route  to  D.C.  to  join  the  crowd  in 
rallying  enthusiasm  for  the  Oct.  7-11  week¬ 
end  of  AIDS  activism  and  education,  and 
the  Iargest-ever  display  of  the  AIDS  quilt. 
At  last  year’s  inaugural  display,  the  quilt 
contained  2,000  panels;  this  year’s  exhibit  is 
expected  to  include  between  10,000  and 
15,000  panels,  Jones  said.  Stressing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  showing  the  humanity  behind 
the  statistics  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  Jones 
pointed  out  the  dual  value  of  the  Quilt:  it 
provides  both  an  emotional  outlet  for  peo¬ 
ple  directly  affected  by  the  epidemic,  and  a 
means  for  mobilizing  support  and  funds  for 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  their  loved 
ones. 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  included  open¬ 
ly  gay  Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scon- 
dras;  Ted  Kennedy,  Jr.;  several  mothers  of 
PWAs;  Jim  Voltz  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC);  and  Anna  Beth  Wino- 
grad  and  Stephan  Cohen,  co-coordinators 
of  the  NAMES  Project/New  England 
Washington  event.  Winograd  and  Cohen 
welcomed  the  community,  and  praised  the 
efforts  of  the  hundreds  of  volunteers  who 
have  united  behind  the  Quilt  in  New 
England.  They  both  stressed  the  urgency  of 
continuing  to  provide  support  for  the  griev¬ 
ing,  while  fighting  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
Other  speakers,  as  well,  focused  on  issues  of 
death  and  dying,  and  the  value  of  communi¬ 
ty  support  networks. 

Little  mention  was  made  at  the  rally  of  the 
activist  events  planned  to  coincide  with  the 
Quilt  display  in  D.C.  —  the  national  confer¬ 
ence  of  AIDS  activists,  the  protest  at  the 
Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  office, 
the  civil  disobedience  at  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA),  and  others.  Scon- 

FDA 

Continued  from  page  I 

clinical  trials,  compassionate  use  programs 
(which  allow  doctors  to  prescribe  unapprov¬ 
ed  drugs  in  some  limited  situations),  and 
underground  markets  are  the  only  three 
ways  for  PWAs  to  receive  unapproved 
drugs.  All  three  sources  are  directly  controll¬ 
ed  by  the  FDA.  ACT  UP  asked  the  FDA  to 
expand  clinical  trials,  force  drug  companies 
to  allow  compassionate  use  of  experimental 
drugs  and  to  leave  underground  PWA 
markets  alone,  said  Eigo.  He  said  Young 
promised  to  “look  into  the  matter  and  get 
back  to  us.” 

Steven  Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston  further 
explained  AIDS  activist  criticism  of  the 
FDA.  “We  are  not  advocating  the  complete 
deregulation  of  the  drug  industry.  To  push 
toxic  drugs  on  people  is  criminal.  We  want 
to  speed  drugs  to  people  who  need  them.” 
Busby  said  the  FDA  needs  a  large  increase  in 
staff  to  cut  through  much  of  the  “red  tape” 
that  slows  down  the  approval  process. 

Anthony  Fauci,  director  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases, 
recently  testified  before  Congress  that  a  lack 
of  staff  is  holding  back  the  development  of 
drugs.  The  FDA  has  also  admitted  to  having 
a  severe  staff  shortage.  Busby  said  a  staff  in¬ 
crease  would  help  the  FDA  work  with 
developing  Community  Research  Initiatives 
(CRIs)  to  compile  information  on  ex- 


NAMES  Project/New  England  volunteers  with 
pre-D.C.  Quilt  display 


dras,  however,  fired  off  an  impassioned  plea 
to  the  audience  to  “draw  the  energy  to  fight 
for  the  living.”  Chastising  U.S.  and  local 
governments,  along  with  drug  companies 
which  “squeeze  profits  from  the  dying,” 
Scondras  said,  “There  is  no  point  to  silence. 
We’ll  continue  to  rage.” 

The  most  politically  charged  sentiments 
during  the  rally  came  from  the  gay  men’s 
theater  troupe,  the  United  Fruit  Company, 
which  seemed  to  unsettle  the  crowd  with  a 
bitingly  satiric  version  of  the  song,  “That’s 
What  Friends  are  For.”  The  five  Fruits  — 
draped  in  varying  drag  garb  —  substituted 
the  lyrics  “That’s  What  AIDS  is  For”  in  an 
attempt  to  slam  the  profiteering  that  has 
emerged  from  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  sketch 
especially  criticized  doctors,  researchers  and 
drug  companies  who  have  staked  their  fame 
and  fortune  on  exploiting  the  epidemic,  at 
the  expense  of  people  with  AIDS,  ARC  and 
HIV-infection. 

Others  performers  at  the  rally  included 
Char  and  Brenda  of  the  Dyketones,  the 
Batucada  Belles  women’s  percussion  group 
and  three  dance  numbers  —  jazz,  swing  and 
tango  —  performed  by  local  artists.  Master 
of  Ceremonies  Sunny  Joe  White  from  KISS 
108  FM  radio  charmed  the  crowd  by  voicing 
his  appreciation  of  the  rebelliousness  of 
dancing  in  City  Hall.  During  the  festivities, 
NAMES  Project  volunteers  distributed  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Washington  display  of 
the  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt,  and  sold  travel 
kits,  t-shirts  and  books.  MASS  ACT  OUT, 
which  is  organizing  local  participation  in  the 
D.C.  actions  sponsored  nationally  by  ACT 
NOW,  distributed  information  as  well. 

The  tone  of  the  rally  veered  often  from 
the  sad  to  the  celebratory.  While  some  par¬ 
ticipants  expressed  disgruntlement  about 
the  lack  of  PWAs  represented  at  the  rally, 
others  said  they  felt  buoyed  by  the  spirit  of 
the  event.  Speakers  expressed  hopefulness 
about  the  upcoming  AIDS  awareness  week¬ 
end  in  Washington,  as  the  crowd  dispersed, 
preparing  yet  again  to  convene  in  D.C.  □ 


perimental  drugs.  “Only  a  miniscule 
number  of  PWAs  have  access  to  clinical 
trials.  And  during  an  epidemic  we  must 
more  rapidly  supply  people  with  drugs. 
Cosmetic  changes  like  [the  new  policy]  will 
not  do.” 

McLearn  said  the  FDA  is  eager  to  make 
drugs  for  life-threatening  illnesses  more 
readily  available.  He  cited  the  “model” 
AZT  approval  process,  which  took  less  than 
two  years  from  start  to  finish,  as  an  example 
of  the  FDA’s  commitment  to  making  drugs 
available.  McLearn  also  said  the  FDA  was 
open  to  input  from  activists.  “We  are  will¬ 
ing  to  work  with  our  critics,”  he  said.  “We 
are  especially  open  to  ACT  NOW.  We  will 
deal  with  any  issue  they  wish  to  raise.  In 
fact,  we  have  already  taken  a  number  of 
steps  to  bring  about  more  communication . ’  ’ 

Barr  disputed  the  FDA’s  willingness  to 
make  drugs  available,  but  he  agreed  that  the 
agency  has  become  increasingly  concerned 
with  criticism.  “When  I  first  began  meeting 
with  them  they  were  very  cold,  now  they  go 
out  of  their  way  to  see  if  I  am  happy  with 
them.  I  think  ACT  UP  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
this.  We  have  helped  structure  the  debates 
and  establish  the  issues,”  said  Barr.  He  also 
praised  the  recent  speedy  trimetrexate  pro¬ 
tocol  and  a  new  openness  on  the  part  of  the 
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By  Chris  Bull 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Thanks  to  a  massive, 
state-wide  educational  effort  by  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  U.S.  Rep.  William 
Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  is  fading  in  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  require  reporting  of  HIV-antibody 
test  results  and  contact  tracing  in  the  state. 
The  campaign  to  defeat  Proposition  102, 
which  was  initially  supported  by  over  70  per¬ 
cent  of  California  voters,  has  managed  to 
gain  the  backing  of  almost  every  public 
health  official  and  many  prominent  politi- 
&  cians  in  the  state.  A  recent  Los  Angeles 
5  Times  poll  shows  the  measure  still  supported 
s  by  just  over  fifty  percent  of  those  question¬ 
ed,  but  that  estimate  is  down  20  percent 
since  a  similar  poll  taken  two  months  ago. 

“It’s  going  to  be  a  tough  battle  but  I 
believe  we  will  win,”  said  Don  Volk  of  Stop 
Dannemeyer/No  on  102  in  Los  Angeles. 
“More  and  more  organizations  and  leaders 
are  coming  out  against  the  initiative  almost 
daily.  We  have  been  very  successful  educa¬ 
ting  the  public....”  Volk  said  presidential 
candidate  Michael  Dukakis  recently  came 
out  strongly  opposed  to  the  initiative,  giving 
an  unexpected  boost  to  the  campaign.  Volk 
added  both  campaigns  plan  media  blitzes  in 
the  next  month  before  the  Nov.  8  election. 

Proposition  102  would  require  the  names 
of  all  people  who  test  positive  for  HIV- 
antibodies  be  reported  to  state  health  of¬ 
ficials.  The  initiative  would  amend  strong 
laws  protecting  the  confidentiality  now  in 
place  and  force  the  closure  of  anonymous 
testing  sites.  Public  health  officials  would 
also  be  required  to  notify  the  sexual  partners 
of  those  who  test  HIV-antibody  positive. 

AIDS  activists  say  that  if  passed,  Proposi¬ 
tion  102  would  have  devastating  effects  on 
the  battle  against  AIDS  in  the  state.  Rene 
Durazzo,  spokesperson  for  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  AIDS  Foundation,  told  GCN  the  in- 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  As  presidential  hopeful 
Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  boasts  of  his 
economic  “Massachusetts  miracle,” 
welfare  rights  advocates  continue  to  de¬ 
nounce  what  they  call  the  Duke’s  disregard 
for  welfare  recipients,  women  and  the 
homeless.  According  to  members  of  the 
Cambridge-based  Coalition  for  Basic 
Human  Needs  (CBHN),  welfare  benefits  in 
Massachusetts  still  keep  poor  people  29  per¬ 
cent  below  the  federal  poverty  level.  CBHN, 
along  with  other  organizations  concerned 
about  issues  of  homelessness,  hunger  and 
poverty,  are  currently  mobilizing  support 
for  the  “State  House  20,”  a  group  of 
welfare  rights  advocates  who  face  criminal 
trespassing  charges  in  connection  with  a 
State  House  demonstration  last  winter. 

The  20  defendants  —  about  half  of  whom 
are  lesbians  —  were  arrested  March  7  while 
participating  in  a  civil  disobedience  to  pro¬ 
test  substandard  benefit  levels  in 
Massachusetts.  Backed  by  about  300 
demonstrators,  the  19  women  and  one  man 
sat  in  at  the  State  House  for  over  six  hours 
and  refused  to  leave  at  the  close  of  the 
business  day.  This  week,  the  State  House  20 
was  granted  a  jury  trial,  scheduled  for  next 
Jan.  24  at  Boston  Municipal  Court.  Five  of 
the  20  pleaded  no  contest,  but  the  remaining 
15  are  pleading  not  guilty  by  reason  of 
necessity.  A  necessity  defense  is  based  on  the 
argument  that  a  pressing  practical  need 
justifies  breaking  the  law.  CBHN 
spokespersons  explained  that  a  broad  coali¬ 
tion  of  organizations,  including  Women’s 
Campaign  for  Social  Justice,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  and  the 
Alliance  for  Economic  Justice,  have  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  the  struggle  of  the  State 
House  20. 

“We  felt  the  [civil  disobedience]  was 
necessary  as  a  step  toward  protecting  the 
children  and  families  whose  lives  are  being 


are  doing  in  San  Francisco  —  education, 
counseling  and  services  for  people  with 
AIDS.”  He  said  the  initiative  would  also 
financially  drain  community-based  AIDS 
service  organizations  because  government 
resources  are  likely  to  be  diverted  from  ser¬ 
vice  programs  to  funding  expensive  man¬ 
datory  testing  and  contact  tracing  laws. 

According  to  attorney  Benjamin  Schatz, 
director  of  the  AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project  of 


Leading  AIDS-phobic  legislator,  William  Dan¬ 
nemeyer,  (R-Calif.) 


the  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  “If 
Proposition  102  passes,  community-based 
organizations  may  be  forced  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  obeying  the  law  and  serving  their 
clients.  The  initiative  will  present  many 
groups  with  a  dilemma:  destroy  important 
client  records  or  turn  them  over  to  the 
government.” 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


destroyed  by  homelessness,  hunger  and 
death,”  said  CBHN  member  Dottie 
Stevens.  “The  trespass  charge  is  a  small 
price  to  pay  if  we  can  get  the  public  and  the 
governor  to  realize  that  the  state  must  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  basic  needs  of  poor  families  with 
children.” 

According  to  Grace  Ross,  one  of  the  State 
House  20  and  a  lesbian  who  helped  organize 
the  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights,  the  civil  disobedience  was  an  ac¬ 
tion  for  women’s  rights.  “Welfare  reci- 

' ‘Families  have  actually  lost 
$27  per  month  in  purchasing 
power.  . 

pients  are  penalized  because  they’re  doing 
‘women’s  work’,”  Ross  told  GCN.  “They 
are  often  single  mothers  with  kids,  many  are 
lesbians.  They’re  doing  child-rearing  —  a 
job  that’s  not  even  considered  a  job.  It’s  just 
so  far  out  of  people’s  consciousness.” 

CBHN  president  Colleen  Costa  explained 
that  despite  a  recent  5.5  percent  increase  in 
state  payments  to  recipients  of  Aid-  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC), 
benefit  levels  are  still  below  the  poverty  level 
by  about  $5,800  a  year.  “Families  have  ac¬ 
tually  lost  $27  per  month  in  purchasing 
power  this  year  because  the  5.5  percent  in¬ 
crease  does  not  cover  the  rate  of  inflation 
for  this  year  [6.8  percent],”  Costa  said. 
“Families  can’t  pay  their  rent  or  buy  enough 
food.” 

Speaking  of  the  upcoming  trial,  State 
House  20  member  Laura  Walker  stated, 
“My  hopes  are  high  that  the  court  will  force 
the  state  to  recognize  the  urgency  of  the 
situation  and  cease  the  escalation  of  hunger 
and  homelessness  of  the  children  and 
families  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.”  □ 


itiative  “would  curtail  the  kind  of  work  we 

Mass,  welfare  rights 
activists’  trial  set 

State  House  20  continue  to  criticize  Mass,  ‘miracle 
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GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship. 

Prisoners  with  AIDS:  back  & 
forth  between  ‘personal’  & 
‘political’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  first  became  concerned  with  the  con¬ 
stitutional  issues  involved  in  mandatory 
HIV  testing  in  the  summer  of  1987,  when 
Reagan  issued  an  executive  order  requiring 
testing  of  all  federal  prisoners.  At  that  time 
it  was  purely  an  academic  and  political  exer¬ 
cise.  I  was  concerned  with  the  government’s 
intrusion  on  civil  liberties. 

My  suspicions  of  the  program  turned  out 
to  be  well  founded,  because  a  few  months 
later,  when  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
issued  its  own  regulations  to  implement  the 
presidential  order,  the  HIV  test  became  a 
condition  of  release.  This  probably  made 
the  federal  prison  system  unique,  as  I  believe 
other  prison  systems  are  testing  on  arrival 
rather  than  departure.  The  definition  of 
‘release’  included  even  participation  in  com¬ 
munity  programs,  such  as  furloughs  and 
halfway  houses. 

Even  emergency  furloughs  for  a  death  or 
serious  illness  in  the  family  were  included.  If 
the  test  had  not  been  taken  before-  an 
emergency  furlough  was  needed,  the  inmate 
would  be  required  to  be  escorted  in  hand¬ 
cuffs  by  guards  paid  for  by  the  prisoner. 

[There  follows  here  a  long,  detailed 
description  of  how  he  helped  several  friends 
of  his  who  had  tested  positive  get  in  touch 
with  legislators,  the  ACL U,  newspapers  and 
law  schools  to  stop  the  Bureau  of  Prisons 
from  dragging  its  feet  in  letting  seropositive 
prisoners  out  when  their  time  was  finished. 
This  has  also  resulted  in  retaliatory 
measures  being  taken  against  Adam.] 

The  BOP  usually  tried  to  intimidate 
prisoners  who  tested  positive  by  saying 
“You  don’t  want  to  fight  this  and  have  your 
name  in  all  the  newspapers  as  having  AIDS, 
do  you?’’  arid  the  technique  usually  worked. 

The  retaliatory  aspect  of  my  case  is  par¬ 
ticularly  obvious  when  combined  with  the 
fact  that  I  was  scheduled  for  release  to  a 
halfway  house  in  September.  One  doesn’t 
move  a  prisoner  halfway  across  the  country 
shortly  before  his  release.  In  fact,  it  is  BOP 
policy  to  move  one  as  close  to  the  release 
destination  as  possible. 

Between  probable  loss  of  the  halfway 
house  (in  my  own  case)  and  not  earning 
good  time  during  the  months  in  transit, 
because  I  was  not  working  in  a  prison  job, 
my  stay  in  the  federal  system  may  be  extend¬ 
ed  as  much  as  eight  months.  This  would  be 
imprisonment  solely  for  speaking  out. 
When  that  happens  to  a  writer  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  Reagan  is  the  first  to  cry  out.  Where 
is  he  now  that  it  is  happening  in  America  to  a 
critic  of  his  own  policies? 

The  treatment  of  prisoners  who  test 
positive  is  a  very  political  issue,  as  there  is  no 
legal  authority  for  their  detention,  and  there 
is  no  right  to  a  hearing. 

During  their  attempt  to  ‘disconnect’  me 
by  transferring  me  between  various  prisons  I 
met  a  number  of  prisoners  with  AIDS  or 
who  had  tested  positive,  even  while  the 
Bureau  was  trying  to  isolate  me.  Many 
prisoners  have  thus  been  encouraged  to 
fight  for  their  freedom. 

Adam  Starchild 
04690-067 
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Sandstone,  MN  55072 

Gay  Presidents 

Dear  GCN: 

Charley  Shively’s  scholarly  article  on  Lin¬ 
coln’s  homosexuality  [GCN,  Sept.  18-24, 
1988]  could  have  mentioned  that  perhaps 
none  of  our  great  presidents  has  confined 
his  sexual  activity  within  the  bonds  of 
matrimony;  the  lack  of  positive  proof  of 
their  extramarital  sexual  activity  should  not 
convince  anyone  that  there  wasn’t  any. 
Neither  did  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
famous  leaders  in  history  restrict  themselves 
to  one  partner:  from  Ikhnaton  and  Nefer- 
titi,  King  David,  Alexander  the  Great,  Julius 
Caesar,  Cleopatra,  Charlemagne,  Richard 
the  Lion-Hearted  and  Holy  Roman 
Emperor  Frederick  II  to  Pope  Alexander 
VI,  his  son  Caesare  and  daughter  Lucretia 
Borgia,  Henry  VIII,  Catherine  the  Great, 
Louis  XIV,  Queen  Victoria,  Hitler, 
Mussolini  and  Nehru,  to  mention  only  non- 
Corqqxunjsts.  QJ.cour^e,  except  for  the  ma: 


jority  of  Indo-Europeans  and  Christians, 
almost  all  other  peoples  and  religions  per¬ 
mitted  polygamy.  So  the  idea  that  a  man 
should  confine  himself  to  one  woman  has 
been  historically  a  minority  opinion. 

If,  as  a  young  officer,  George 
Washington  did  not  allow  General  Brad- 
dock  to  take  sexual  liberties  with  him,  no 
one  believes  he  was  passionate  for  Martha, 
whom  he  married  for  her  great  wealth. 
Although  Washington  did  not  become  as 
much  of  a  “ladies”  man  as  his  friend 
Lafayette,  he  was  in  love  with  another  mar¬ 
ried  woman  for  a  long  time.  Among  the 
many  homosexuls  around  Washington  was 
Baron  von  Steuben,  whose  circle  arranged 
to  invite  to  become  king  of  the  newly  in¬ 
dependent  United  States  the  openly  gay 
Prince  Henry  of  Prussia,  brother  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  who  was  himself  a 
famous  gay  man.  Some,  including  Jonathan 
Katz  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Advocate,  also 
suspect  the  dashingly  handsome  Alexander 
Hamilton  of  homosexuality.  And,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  having  three  children  with  his  white 
wife,  Thomas  Jefferson  may  have  produced 
seven  by  his  mulatto  slave  Sally  Hemings. 

From  a  slave-owning  family  in  South  Car¬ 
olina,  James  Henry  Hammond,  who  in¬ 
vented  the  phrase  “Cotton  is  king”  and  had 
sexual  relations  with  the  daughter  of  his 
Black  mistress,  wrote  in  his  diary,  “I  cannot 
pretend  to  justify  myself”  but  claims  some 
credit  for  not  going  farther  than  foreplay 
with  his  white  nieces.  He  also  says  that  many 
prominent  public  figures,  including  Presi¬ 
dent  William  Henry  Harrison,  did  similar 
things  (see  Secret  and  Sacred,  edited  by 
Carol  K.  Blesser,  Oxford  University  Press, 
1988). 

Franklin  Roosevelt,  one  of  whose  great 
assistants  was  the  gay  Sumner  Welles,  loved 
not  his  brilliant  cousin  and  wife  Eleanor  but 
mistresses  including  Eleanor’s  beautiful 
private  secretary  from  Baltimore,  Lucy 
Rutherford,  who  was  with  him  when  he  died 
at  Warm  Springs. 

The  Southern  Presbyterian  Professor 
Woodrow  Wilson  married  the  second  time 
Edith  Bolling  Galt,  a  woman  half  his  age, 
who  practically  ran  the  country  during  his 
long  mysterious  illness  that  some  thought  to 
be  syphilitic.  He  was  hardly  chaste  between 
wives. 

While  in  the  White  House,  Grover 
Cleveland  agreed  to  make  paternity 
payments  for  a  child  he  fathered  out  of 
wedlock.  On  the  other  hand,  Warren  Har¬ 
ding,  who  was  accused  of  paternity  out  of 
wedlock,  did  not  pay. 

Dwight  Eisenhower,  who  left  his  wife 
Mamie  at  home,  loved  his  secretary  at  his 
war-time  headquarters  in  London.  Richard 
Nixon,  like  Gerald  Ford  and  Jimmy  Carter, 
were  monogamous  but  hardly  great 
presidents. 

Paul  Boler,  in  Presidential  Wives  (1988), 
asserts  that  John  F.  Kennedy  philandered 
more  than  any  other  president. 

The  only  president  never  to  marry  was 
Lincoln’s  predecessor,  James  Buchanan. 
Many  have  thought  him  gay  for  that  reason. 
He  also  loved  elegance  and  sumptuous 
meals,  bringing  the  White-House  to  its  all- 
time  peak  of  splendor  by  imitating  the 
showy  French  Emperor  Napoleon  III,  then 
at  the  height  of  his  power  and  prestige.  Last 
year,  David  Donald,  professor  of  American 
civilization  at  Harvard,  at  a  party 
celebrating  the  publication  of  his  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  biography  of  Thomas  Wolfe, 
told  me  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
Buchanan  was  gay,  but  that  a  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  of  his  had  years  ago  uncovered  letters 
proving  that  James  Garfield  was  bisexual. 
And  Ulysses  Grant  was  so  often  drunk  that 
he  may  not  have  remembered  with  whom  he 
slept,  and  once  aboard  ship  on  the  way  to 
India  had  to  be  pulled  off  several  women  he 
attacked  seriatim. 

Presidents  who  were  sexually  “regular” 
in  the  Christian  sense  of  engaging  in  sex  only 
with  their  wives  may  have  included  the  two 
one-term  Adamses,  who  were  descended 
from  Puritans.  But  some  suspect  Henry 
Adams  and  Henry  James  of  homosexuality. 
And  Herman  Melville’s  love  for  Nathaniel 
Hawthorne  has  been  fully  documented  by 
Robert  K.  Martin. 

The  greatest  presidents,  like  most  other 
great  leaders,  authors  and  artists 
throughout  world  history,  led  sex  lives  of 
which  neither  Southern  Baptists  nor  Car¬ 
dinal  Law  could  approve,  but  then  neither 
would  the  gay  Catholic  group  Dignity.  If 
both  Michael  Dukakis  and  George  Bush 
practice  reciprocal  fidelity  within  marriage, 
both  may  be  inept  and  passionless  leaders, 
as  other  evidence,  such  as  their  records  and 
speeches,  seem  to  indicate. 


William  A.  Percy 
Boston,  Mass. 
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Last  year,  GCN  was  there 
when  we  marched  on 
Washington. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


For  an  AIDS  movement 
linking  politics,  service 
and  change 


By  Eileen  Hansen 

We  live  in  the  age  of  AIDS.  We  have 
responded  by  developing  an  AIDS  Move¬ 
ment.  A  movement  like  others  that  have 
gone  before  us:  the  Civil  Rights  Movement, 
the  Feminist  Movement,  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Movement. 

But  what  kind  of  movement  is  it?  A 
movement  is  not  a  movement  without  a 
political  component;  without  a  demand  for 
system-wide  change.  A  movement  is  not  a 
movement  if  it  is  solely  focused  on  pro¬ 
viding  care. 

Our  movement  must  be  moving  us  some¬ 
where.  Our  AIDS  Movement  must  be  about 
changing  the  face  of  AIDS  and  getting  us  to 
the  place  where  we  no  longer  need  to  pro¬ 
vide  care  because  no  care  is  needed.  Ours  is 
not  a  movement  just  to  get  the  government 
to  take  over  the  provision  of  care  —  ours  is  a 
movement  to  get  the  government  to  do  its 
job  and  end  AIDS. 

When  we  talk  about  a  movement,  we 
must  talk  about  empowerment  —  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  —  in¬ 
dividually  and  as  a  community.  Direct  ac¬ 
tion  through  grassroots  organizing  is  the  key 
to  Lesbian  and  Gay  empowerment  during 
the  AIDS  crisis.  In  the  face  of  government 
inactivity,  we  are  deciding  to  take  matters 
into  our  own  hands.  We’re  demanding  in¬ 
creased  research  and  funding;  corporate 
responsibility;  public  accountability  par¬ 
ticularly  to  communities  most  affected;  and 
a  revamped  health  care  system. 

We  have  seen  dramatic  results,  due  to 
public  pressure  and  organizing  at  the 
grassroots  level.  (I  will  later  detail  some  of 
these.)  As  communities  begin  to  gain 
strength  and  network  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  mainstream  organizations  and  service 
agencies  are  moved  to  boldness  and  become 
more  willing  to  confront  legislators,  state, 
county  and  city  agency  representatives  and 
community  leaders. 

As  people  become  empowered  through 
the  directness  of  their  actions,  we  begin  to 
see  not  only  (a)  governmental  and  bureau¬ 
cratic  response,  but  (b)  a  powerful  sense  that 
we  can  indeed  turn  this  epidemic  around, 
with  the  acknowledgement  that  “we  are  all 
living  with  AIDS.”  Personal  and  collective 
empowerment  is  critical  to  a  devastated  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  community  during  this  time  of 
crisis  and  I  would  argue  that  it  is  direct  ac¬ 
tion  through  grassroots  organizing  that  is 
bringing  us  that  empowerment. 

The  power  of  various  grassroots  move¬ 
ments  has  been  well  documented  in  the  past. 
As  we  develop  our  movement,  we  struggle 
with  many  of  the  kinds  of  questions  other 
movements  have  dealt  with.  We  struggle 
with  the  newness  of  the  movement  and  the 
newness  of  the  politics  to  the  people  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  AIDS  Movement.  We  struggle  with 
making  people’s  lives  easier  and  at  the  same 
time  we  struggle  with  heightening  the  con¬ 
tradictions  so  AIDS  policy  will  change,  due 
to  our  demands. 

Many  AIDS  grassroots  efforts  have  dev¬ 
eloped  into  AIDS  service  organizations  and 
yet,  there  are  still  grassroots  activists  out 
there  who  are  making  significant  inroads  in 
the  struggle  against  AIDS. 

In  focusing  on  these  efforts,  I  argue  that 
the  movement/the  change  that  has  occurred 
in  this  country  around  AIDS  has  been  in 
response  to  political  pressure  and  has  been  a 
political,  not  a  service  response.  The  Gay 
community  is  still  taking  care  of  itself,  still 
providing  the  services  so  desperately  need¬ 
ed.  Political  change  has  come  from  political 
pressure  sometimes  exerted  by  service 
organizations  but  most  often  by  advocacy 
or  grassroots  groups.  Change  has  occurred 
when  service  organizations  have  stepped 
outside  their  primary  role  of  taking  care  of 
people  and  been  willing  to  be  political  ad¬ 
vocates  or  when  overtly  political  groups 
have  taken  a  stand. 

I  also  argue  that  service  groups  and 
political  groups  must  work  together;  must 
acknowledge  the  critical  role  each  has  to 
play  in  our  movement  and  respect  the  focus 
that  each  sector  brings  to  the  struggle. 
Furthermore,  all  of  us  —  be  we  service 
oriented  or  activist  —  must  be  as  inclusive  in 
our  work  as  possible,  making  critical  links 


from  AIDS  to  homophobia  to  racism  to  sex¬ 
ism,  if  this  movement  is  ever  to  truly  em¬ 
power  our  many  communities.  And  as  we 
struggle  for  inclusion  as  our  politic,  the 
broadening  of  our  AIDS  agenda  and  the 
placement  of  AIDS  on  everyone’s  agenda, 
we  must  take  care  not  to  de-gayify  the  issue 
and  turn  our  backs  on  the  Gay  community. 
We  must  not  let  anyone  turn  the  AIDS  agen¬ 
da  away  from  the  Gay  community. 

Let  me  assure  you:  I  say  this  from  a  dual 
perspective  of  involvement  in  both  activist 
and  service  work.  As  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  Marin  AIDS  Support  Network, 
Marin  County,  California’s  only  AIDS 
education  and  direct  service  organization, 
and  as  one  of  two  originators  of  the  AIDS 
Action  Pledge,  (now  San  Francisco  ACT 
UP),  I  see  and  support  both  approaches  to 
this  struggle  as  critically  important.  And  I 
deal  with  the  contradictions  inherent  in  that 
duel  perspective  every  day  of  my  life. 

How  has  the  grassroots  movement  em¬ 
powered  us?  How  have  individuals  been 
changed  and  empowered  through  political 
struggle?  Some  examples  of  recent 
grassroots  efforts  and  their  results: 

1.  December  1986  —  The  owner  of  a  savings 
and  loan  [bank]  in  a  Gay  neighborhood  in 
San  Francisco  ordered  safe  sex  brochures 
thrown  out,  among  other  anti-Gay  deci¬ 
sions.  Pickets  were  immediately  set  up,  ac¬ 
counts  withdrawn  and  signatures  gathered. 
Within  days,  we  were  assured  that  AIDS 
material  would  be  returned.  “You  want  our 
business?  You  act  responsibly  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  Simple  as  that.” 

2.  February  1987  —  The  Disease  Control 
Committee  of  the  California  Conference  of 
Local  Health  Officers  proposed  a  quaran¬ 
tine  of  people  who  knowingly  spread  HIV. 
This  information  was  leaked  through  the 
Gay  press.  We  responded  with  demonstra¬ 
tions,  more  information  to  the  media,  and 
the  threat  of  civil  disobedience.  The  pro¬ 
posal  was  quickly  withdrawn  and  eventually 
dropped  after  more  pressure. 

3.  March  1987  —  The  first  action  of  ACT 
UP  (New  York)  protested  the  unavailability 
of  promising  drug  treatments  and  the  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Burroughs-Wellcome  that 

■  they  would  charge  $13, 000/year  for  AZT. 
Seventeen  people  were  arrested  and,  im¬ 
mediately  afterward,  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  announced  plans  to  cut  two 
years  off  the  drug  approval  process.  ACT 
UP  now  has  200-300  people  at  its  weekly 
organizations  and  has  spawned  numbers  of 
sister  organizations  throughout  the  country. 

4.  June  1987  —  Senator  Alan  Cranston 
(Dem. -Calif.)  voted  for  the  Helms  bill  on 
explicit  educational  materials  and  was  met 
with  a  group  of  angry  protesters  the  next 
day.  “How  could  you  betray  our  communi¬ 
ty  like  that?”  He  reversed  himself  and  set 
about  developing  a  new  compromise  bill. 

And  the  list  goes  on. ..from  the  threat  of  a 
boycott  of  Northwest  Airlines  for  their 
refusal  to  fly  people  with  AIDS  and  their 
subsequent  policy  reversal;  to  the  reduction 
by  20  percent  of  AZT  costs  just  days  before 
public  hearings  in  New  York  to  determine 
Burroughs-Wellcome  profiteering;  to  the 

1987  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  the  largest  civil 
disobedience  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  com¬ 
munity,  with  most  Gay  Pride  parades  in 

1988  the  largest  or  First  ever  and  a  tremen¬ 
dous  embracing  and  upsurge  in  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  around  the  country  the  result.... 

In  organizing  for  the  March  on 
Washington,  there  was  a  constant  tension 
about  whether  to  move  a  movement  or  just 
move  people  to  D.C.  In  moving  our  move¬ 
ment  as  Lesbian  and  Gay  people  forward, 
we  must  see  AIDS  outside  that  singular 
struggle.  We  must  begin  to  acknowledge 
other  movements  that  have  gone  before  ours 
—  to  realize  that  the  strength  of  our  move¬ 
ment  is  built,  in  part,  on  the  strength  of 
those  movements.  We  must  connect  the 
struggle  against  AIDS  to  the  struggle  against 
racism,  against  sexism,  against 
homophobia.  Those  are  not  peripheral 
issues;  they  are  one  with  AIDS. 

We  must  not  make  the  same  mistake  we 


made  with  the  Anti-War  Movement  in  the 
sixties  and  seventies  when  the  side  that 
wanted  to  be  singly-focused  on  ending  the 
war  won  out  over  the  side  that  attempted  to 
bring  the  war  home  and  link  it  to  other 
issues,  in  order  to  show  that  the  Vietnam 
War  was  just  a  symptom  of  a  very  sick  socie¬ 
ty* 

Yes,  AIDS  is  our  war.  And  we  must  not 
sink  into  AIDS  as  a  single  issue  —  the  issue 
of  AIDS  as  the  problem  rather  than  a  symp¬ 
tom.  Further  defined,  the  issue  of  taking 
care  of  those  who  are  living  with  AIDS;  the 
issue  of  keeping  more  of  us  alive,  while  ab¬ 
solutely  critical  (hear  me!),  cannot  be  our 
single  focus  —  that  is,  if  what  we’re  about  is 
moving  a  movement.  An  AIDS  Movement. 
A  Lesbian/Gay  Movement.  A  movement 
connected  to  other  movements  —  a  move¬ 
ment  for  us  all. 

Even  if  we  simply  wanted  to  end  AIDS 
now  and  didn’t  care  what  that  struggle  could 
do  for  the  Lesbian/Gay  Movement,  then  I 
would  still  argue  that  excluding  people  and 
issues  is  not  the  most  efficient  nor  quickest 
nor  most  effective  way  to  win  the  war. 

As  we  must  not  exclude  women  or  People 
of  Color  in  AIDS  work,  so  the  service  sector 
must  not  exclude  the  activists.  Looking  at 
the  service  and  activist  parts  of  our  move¬ 
ment,  I  believe  the  two  compliment  each 
other  quite  well  and  further,  I  believe  we 
need  each  other.  In  California,  as  in  most 
places,  we  are  dealing  with  the  lack  of  ex¬ 
plicit  educational  materials.  The  people  in 
service  positions  say  “don’t  rock  the  boat, 
don’t  scream  and  yell,  don’t  picket,  don’t 
draw  attention  to  the  problem  —  we’ll 
resolve  it  quietly.  We’ll  work  within  the 
system.”  (How  many  times  have  we  tried  to 
work  within  the  system  and  how  many  times 
has  it  failed  us?) 

People  screaming  for  more  explicit 
materials  have  pushed  states  closer  to  more 
progressive  policies.  When  people  on  the 
outside  can  be  branded  as  radical,  the  ser¬ 
vice  folks  can  then  move  to  what  for  them 
was  a  more  radical  position  and  not  look  so 
radical  as  to  be  discredited.  And  so  we  all 
make  more  progress.  Can  we  support  each 
other  toward  that  end?  Can  we  acknowledge 
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the  value  of  both  aspects  of  our  movement? 
And  most  importantly,  can  we  see  the  per¬ 
sonal  empowerment  for  individuals  in  the 
grassroots  movement?  Can  we  see  the  posi¬ 
tions  grassroots  activists  are  taking  as 
beneficial,  rather  than  harmful,  as  has  been 
alleged?  Empowering  to  the  movement? 

And  finally,  we  must  begin  to  analyze  our 
AIDS  Movement.  We  must  analyze  it  in  the 
context  of  the  Lesbian/Gay  Movement,  in 
the  context  of  other  movements  before  us 
and  in  the  context  of  where  we  want  this 
society  to  be  going.  We  must  begin  to 
develop  a  politics  of  inclusion  for  this  move¬ 
ment  and  we  must  take  care  to  remember 
who  is  infected  and  who  is  affected  by  AIDS 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Healthy, 
Gay  white  men  are  not  the  only  ones  who 
could  be  providing  leadership  for  our  move¬ 
ment.  We  must  develop  a  Politics  of  AIDS 
which  we  are  just  beginning  to  realize.  What 
does  stopping  AIDS  really  mean?  It  means 
looking  at  how  AIDS  got  to  epidemic  pro¬ 
portions;  it  means  looking  at  who  this  socie¬ 
ty  is  willing  to  throw  away;  it  means  looking 
at  how  we  treat  one  another;  it  means  look¬ 
ing  at  oppression  in  all  its  forms.  There  is  a 
reason  that  AIDS  became  an  epidemic  —  an 
epidemic  among  Gay  men  and  People  of 
Color.  How  we  stop  AIDS  matters.  How  we 
stop  AIDS  is  reflected  in  our  analysis  of  how 
the  epidemic  started  and  who  AIDS  is  now 
affecting.  The  grassroots  struggle  holds  the 
most  promise  for  empowerment  of  in¬ 
dividuals  and  for  our  movement  and,  in 
fact,  for  stopping  AIDS,  for  stopping  AIDS 
in  a  way  that  challenges  what  started  the 
AIDS  epidemic.  In  the  final  analysis,  that’s 
what  counts. 

Eileen  Hansen  lives  in  San  Francisco.  She 
is  a  long-time  activist  in  the  Left,  Feminist, 
Lesbian/Gay  and  now  AIDS  Movements. 
This  speech  was  given  in  a  workshop  entitled 
“ Lesbian  and  Gay  Empowerment  through 
Coalition  Building  and  Grassroots  AIDS 
Activism  ”  at  the  Second  International  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Health  Conference  and  AIDS 
Forum  held  in  Boston  in  July.  She  welcomes 
comment  and  wider  community  discussion 
of  these  issues. 

day  at  the 


By  Elizabeth  Tracey 

On  October  1 1 ,  1988  AIDS  activists  from 
all  over  the  United  States  will  join  in  action 
to  seize  control  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA).  We  will  confront 
them  with  those  voices  they  see  fit  to  ignore, 
force  them  into  an  accounting  of  their  in/ac¬ 
tions,  and  ultimately  turn  the  country’s 
focus  onto  the  one  agency  which  stands  bet¬ 
ween  people  with  AIDS  and  the  drugs  which 
are  theirs. 

The  FDA  is  the  agency  directly  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  blocking  of  drugs  which  could 
(and  have)  prolong/ed  the  lives  of  PWAs 
and  PWARCs.  They  have  seen  fit  to  release 
one  drug,  AZT,  which  proves  highly  toxic  in 
a  number  of  people.  The  collusion  between 
the  FDA  and  Burroughs-Wellcome  which 
led  to  the  quick  (14  months)  release  was 
highly  advantageous  to  both:  the  FDA 
could  now  point  to  AZT  and  say  “See  how 
much  we  care  about  you”;  and  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  was  granted  a  monopoly  on  the 
drug,  allowing  them  to  make  up  the  prices  as 
they  go  along. 

AZT  is  not  the  answer.  Massive  testing 
will  not  stop  AIDS.  Sex-negative,  anti-gay 
AIDS  education  will  teach  us  nothing.  Get¬ 
ting  drugs  into  bodies  will  prolong  and  save 
our  lives;  and  until  this  happens,  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  will  continue  to 
chum  out  its  numbers.  Numbers  which  have 
names  and  faces  for  all  of  us,  people  who  I 
have  loved  and  been  pissed  off  at,  and  am 
now  denied  anything  with. 

I  become  furious  when  I  think  too  long 
about  it. 

I’m  taking  my  rage  to  the  FDA.  They 
need  to  see,  hear  and  be  confronted  with  the 
friends  and  lovers  of  every  person  they  have 
caused  us  to  lose.  And  I’m  so  sick  of  losing. 

I’m  going  there  to  show  them  that  women 
are  angry.  In  New  York  City,  AIDS  is  the 
leading  cause  of  death  for  women  aged 
19-34.  Yet  out  of  all  AIDS  drug  trial  par¬ 
ticipants,  only  five  percent  are  women. 
None  are  IV  drug  users.  People  of  color  are 
being  excluded  from  what  may  be  their  only 
means  of  treatment. 

I’m  going  to  show  them  what  a  real  live 
lesbian  looks  like.  Nobody  in  the  AIDS 


bureaucracy  seems  to  think  we  exist,  let 
alone  are  affected  by  AIDS.  Their  ignorance 
kills  women,  gay  and  straight,  and  we  don’t 
know  how  many  because  the  CDC  doesn’t 
keep  those  numbers. 

As  I  speak  to  people  about  why  I  am  go¬ 
ing,  they  will  inevitably  bring  up  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  dextran  sulfate,  AL-721  and  a  host 
of  other  drugs  and  agents  that  come  through 
buyers’  clubs  and  individuals.  In  essence, 
what  settling  for  buyers’  clubs  (a  resource 
which  the  FDA  has  actively  sought  to  shut 
down)  means  is  settling  for  who  will  live  and 
who  will  die. 

Until  every  person  with  AIDS,  ARC,  or 
who  is  HIV  antibody  positive  has  equal  ac¬ 
cess  to  every  drug  which  will  be  effective  for 
them,  we  haven’t  gained  a  thing. 

Remember,  states  are  running  out  (or  al¬ 
ready  have  run  out)  of  federally  subsidized 
AZT.  Unless  each  state  takes  it  upon  it¬ 
self  to  renew  funding,  people  previously 
helped  by  AZT  will  be  left  with  no  recourse. 

The  FDA  as  an  agency  of  my  government 
(like  it  or  not)  has  a  responsibility  to  release 
drugs  and  collateral  information,  and  stop 
their  endless  red-tape  machine  that  kills  peo¬ 
ple  we  love  every  day. 

On  October  11,  I’m  spending  the  day  at 
the  FDA. 

See  you  there. 

Elizabeth  Tracey  is  a  member  and  newly- 
elected  facilitator  of  ACT  UP /NY. 

‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston.  MA  02116. 
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Criticizing  GCN's  “who- 
needs-’em-if-they-don’t-‘get- 
it’  ”  attitude 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  can’t  resist  commenting  on  Pam  Mit¬ 
chell’s  letter  addressing  the  seemingly 
endless  Liz  Galst  NAMES  Project  article/- 
Jennifer  Santini  letter  controversy  [GCN, 
Sept.  25-Oct.  1J.  I  don’t  always  agree  with 
what  Mitchell  says  in  her  letters  and  articles, 
but  I  almost  always  enjoy  the  way  she  says 
it.  This  most  recent  letter  was  no  exception. 
Her  interpretation  of  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  Liz  Galst’s  article  about  the  Quilt 
was  different  from  mine,  but  eloquently 
stated.  Her  horror  at  Santini’s  letter  belittl¬ 
ing  the  deaths  of  gay  men  from  AIDS  was 
not  unlike  the  horror  I  felt  the  first  few  times 
I  re-read  it. 

But  the  first  point  that  made  me  uncom¬ 
fortable  was  when  Mitchell  suggested  that 
anyone  who  would  write  such  an  insensitive 
letter  as  Santini’s  should  “be  shipped  to  a 
re-education  camp  for  the  duration  of  the 
[AIDS]  epidemic.”  I’d  like  to  believe  she 
was  kidding  but  even  then  I  have  a  hard  time 
accepting  the  concept  of  “camps”  coming 
from  any  member  of  any  oppressed  minori¬ 
ty- 

The  point  that  bugged  me  the  most, 
though,  is  one  that  I  assume  Mitchell  meant 
in  all  seriousness.  At  the  end  of  her  letter  she 
suggests  that  a  side  benefit  of  a  controversial 
article  like  Galst’s  is  that  “it  flushes  out  the 
few  among  us... who  hate  the  real  or  imagin¬ 
ed  sins  of  the  opposite  sex  too  much  to  work 
in  coalition.  With  any  luck  such  people  will 
indignantly  cancel  their  subscriptions... and 
the  rest  of  us  can  get  on  with  the  painful  and 
explosive  business  of  trying  to  be  honest 
with  each  other....” 

Well,  I’m  going  to  be  honest  with  you.  In 
the  year  that  I  have  been  on  the  staff  of 
GCN  I  have  come  to  realize  that  this  very  at¬ 
titude  permeates  the  atmosphere  around 
here.  Some  members  of  the  staff  as  well  as 
some  folks  in  the  GCN  Membership  [com¬ 
prised  of  staff,  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
volunteers]  seem  convinced  that  it  just 
doesn’t  matter  if  the  paper’s  number  of 
subscribers  and  resubscribers  ever  improves, 
or  how  huge  our  collective’s  level  of  debt 
grows.  Right  now  GCN  has  outstanding 
bills  near  $30,000.  Last  week  the  staff  was 
asked  to  volunteer  to  defer  their  paychecks. 
I  can’t  remember  a  single  member  of  the 
GCN  Board,  the  largest  group  of  people 
that  tries  to  deal  with  this  shitty  financial 
situation,  ever  suggesting  that  it  would  be  a 
stroke  of  “luck”  to  have  people  cancel  their 
subscriptions.  This  paper  can’t  afford  it. 
And  I  can’t  afford  to  defer  my  $161.58 
(after  taxes)  paycheck. 

But  beyond  the  financial  impact  is  the  fact 
that  GCN  has  an  opportunity  to  inform  peo¬ 
ple,  if  they  keep  on  reading.  I  hope  Jennifer 
Santini  continues  reading  GCN  and  that 
something  in  its  recently  much-improved 
AIDS  coverage  will  click  in  her  mind,  and 
she’ll  realize  the  cold-heartedness  of  her 
assertions.  Just  as  I  hope  that  the  occasional 
person  who  writes  in  to  complain  about  the 
amount  of  space  [sic]  GCN  devotes  to 
prison  issues  will  some  day  make  the  con¬ 
nection  in  their  minds  and  realize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Prisoner  Project’s  work.  But 
they  ain’t  gonna’  make  the  connections  if 
they  cancel  their  subscriptions. 

It’s  time  to  reject  the  notion  that  some 
readers  are  more  important  than  others, 
that  only  those  who  have  attained  some 
virtually  unspoken  but  commonly 
understood  level  of  consciousness  really 
matter.  The  ultimate  worst  case  scenario  for 
GCN,  in  my  mind,  is  that  this 
who-needs-’em-if-they-don’t-“get-it”  sen¬ 
timent  will  whittle  away  at  our  readership 
until  the  ten  paid  collective  members  and  a 
coupla’  really  hip  friends  of  ours  make  up 
the  entire  circulation  of  the  paper. 
Sometimes  it  feels  like  we’re  well  on  our 
way. 

Sincerely, 

_  Christopher  Wittke 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Don’t  reclaim  “queer” 

Dear  GCN: 

Bravo  to  Robert  Halfhill  ( GCN  Sept. 
11-14,  1988)!  1  thought  I  was  the  only  one 
uncomfortable  with  the  increasing  use  of  the 
word  “queer”  as  a  generic  word  to  mean 
Gay.  I’ve  heard  that  argument,  too,  about 
“reclaiming”  words.  Somehow  I  have  failed 
to  notice  Black  people  reclaiming  the  word 
“nigger”  or  Hispanic  people  reclaiming  the 
word  “spic.”  And  I,  as  a  Woman  have  no 


desire  to  reclaim  either  “broad”  or 
“chick.”  So  why,  as  Gay  people,  are  we  us¬ 
ing  “queer?”  “Reclaiming”  or  continued 
internalized  homophobia? 

I  noticed  you  used  “queer”  in  the  article 
about  Asian  Gay/Lesbian  people.  How  do 
the  Asians  feel  about  being  referred  to  as 
“queer?”  Were  they  consulted  first,  or  was 
it  simply  a  decision  that  “queer”  is  the  new, 
“politically  correct”  way  to  refer  to  Gay 
people?  I  have  heard  a  lot  of  “ordinary” 
Gay  people  in  the  community  protest  the 
continued  use  of  “queer”  instead  of  “Gay” 
by  political  activists.  I  would  shudder  at  the 
day  when  Gay  Community  News  becomes 
Queer  Community  News.  I  would  love  to  see 
some  dialogue  on  this  issue. 

Commenting  a  little  further  on  Robert 
Halfhill’s  letter  [commenting  on  Duncan 
Mitchel’s  review  of  Marty  Rubin’s  book, 
GCN  July  31 -Aug.  6,  1988],  I  must  confess  I 
haven’t  read  The  Boiled  Frog  Syndrome. 
But  I’ve  noticed  in  general  the  complete  in¬ 
visibility  of  Lesbians  in  many  of  these 
futurist  “concentration  camp”  novels. 
Really,  people,  did  the  government  round 
up  and  exterminate  all  the  Lesbians  before 
the  novel  even  started?  Or  is  it  that,  because 
AIDS  strikes  Lesbians  less  than  other 
groups,  that  the  fundamentalists  have  decid¬ 
ed  that  Lesbians  really  are  God’s  chosen 
people?  Or  is  it  good  old-fashioned 
misogyny  and  Lesbianphobia  rearing  their 
ugly  heads  again  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
these  writers?  Come  to  think  of  it,  I  don’t 
remember  too  many  People  of  Color  in 
these  novels,  either.  To  paraphrase  the  old 
saying,  “They  came  for  the  Blacks,  but  I 
wasn’t  Black;  then  they  came  for  the 
Hispanics,  but  I  wasn’t  Hispanic;  then  they 
came  for  the  Lesbians,  but  I  certainly  wasn’t 
a  Lesbian  —  then  they  came  for  me. . .  ”  Peo¬ 
ple,  we  have  got  to  stick  together. 

Sincerely, 

_  Nina  D.  Boal 

Baltimore,  Md. 


Get  rid  of  “queers” 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  tempted  to  write  this  letter 
many  times  over  many  months.  I  have  only  a 
simple  point  to  make,  so  I  won’t  put  it  off 
any  longer:  I  hate  when  you  refer  to  gay  peo¬ 
ple  as  “queers.”  Just  because  the  staff  of 
GCN  is  also  gay  does  not  make  it  inoffen¬ 
sive.  When  you  use  it  to  refer  to  any  gay,  les¬ 
bian,  or  bisexual  people  anywhere  who  have 
done  anything,  you  are  calling  people  you 
don’t  know  “queer”  to  their  face,  and  you 
obviously  assume  that  (1)  they  won’t  mind, 
(2)  it  doesn’t  matter  if  they  mind,  (3)  it’s 
funny,  or  (4)  it  does  some  political  good  to 
“claim”  this  word. 

Well  I  mind,  most  of  the  gay  people  I’ve 
discussed  this  with  mind,  few  gay  people 
think  it’s  funny,  most  gay  people  find  it  of¬ 
fensive,  and  I  assure  you  that  it  is  doing 
more  harm  than  good.  In  fact,  at  one  of  the 
[Boston]  Gay  Community  Networking 
Breakfast  Meetings  this  spring  I  brought  this 
point  up  to  a  representative  of  GCN — who, 
incidentally,  could  not  defend  the  policy.  A 
straw  poll  was  taken  and  almost  all  of  the 
people  in  the  room  expressed  a  desire  that 
this  policy  be  changed. 

So  please^  if  you  really  care  about  the  gay 
community,  change  this  policy  and  stop  in¬ 
sulting  us.  Thank  you  for  listening. 

Bill  Barnert 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


Blisters 

Dear  GCN: 

There  are  26  PWAs  and  HIVs  here  that 
are  locked  up  24  hours  every  day  and  are 
refused  the  right  to  shower,  exercise,  the 
barest  hygienic  resources  and  the  officers 
here  refuse  to  take  or  bring  the  PWAs  and 
HIVs  there  mail  or  some  times  there  food. 

1  have  blisters  on  my  fingers  from  all  the 
people  and  groups  I  have  written  to  asking 
for  help  and  believe  it  or  not,  NO  one 
answers. 

Some  PWAs  here  have  tried  or  succeeded 
in  suicide.  I  am  not  asking  for  money,  which 
seems  to  scare  a  lot  of  people  away,  just  let¬ 
ters  of  encouragement  letting  the  PWAs  and 
HIVs  here  know  someone  out  there  cares.  It 
would  be  a  world  of  help.  You  can  write  us 
thru  me. 

Thanks  for  being  there  when  needed, 
Ronnie  Ellard 
D-61182  4B-5B-207 
_  PO  Box  1902-B 

Tehachapi,  CA  93561 
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Boston’s 

Freedom  Trail  Band 
presents 

ir 


THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 

*  BANDS  OF  AMERICA  IN  CONCERT 

OVER  100  MUSICIANS  FROM  ACROSS  THE  NATION 

8:00pm,  Saturday,  October  15, 1988 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatory 

(comer  of  Huntington  Avt  and  Gainsborough  St.,  near  the  Symphony  (f)stop) 

«  SPECIAL  GUESTS: 

THE  BOSTON 
GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 
+  and  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 

*  FEMINIST  CHORUS 

o  Sign  Language  interpreted 

♦  Tickets:  $12  and  $8 

Tickets  available  at 
Jordan  Hall  Box  office, 
all  Ticketron  outlets,  and 
M  Glad  Day  Bookshop 

at  673  Boylston  St. 

a 

Charge  tickets  by  calling 
Teletron  at  720-3434 


k 


f 


By  Charles  Ludlum 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  IRMA  VEP 

Directed  By  Steve  O'Donnell 

OCTOBER  19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 
AND  NOVEMBER  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12 


58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m.  Sunday  6:00  p.m. 

For  Tickets  and  more 
Information  Call  426-3550 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 


1-900-999-HUNK 

1-900-999-MANN 

min 


My  heart’s  on  fire  for 
Elvira 


The  saucy  host  of  those  horrible  late  night  B-movies  leaps 
to  the  silver  screen  with  a  streak  of  double-entendres  and 
jabs  at  the  New  Right 


Elvira,  Mistress  of  the  Dark.  Directed  by  James 
Signorelli.  Written  by  Sam  Egan,  John  Paragon,  and 
Cassandra  Peterson.  With  Cassandra  Peterson, 
Edie  McClurg,  and  Daniel  Greene.  At  Cinema  57 
and  USA  Somerville. 


■  • 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

When  the  new  TV  station  owner  gets  a 
little  too  free  with  his  hands  for 
horror  movie  host  Elvira,  she  grabs 
the  oaf  and  throws  him  onto  a  desk  being  us¬ 
ed  for  a  live  news  broadcast.  “I’m  taking  my 
act  to  Vegas!”  she  shouts  and  quickly  begins 
her  quest  for  the  $50,000  she  needs  to  back 
her  glitzy  extravaganza.  Elvira  gets  the  news 
while  she  is  cleaning  out  her  dressing  room 
that  her  Aunt  Morgana  has  died  and  that 
she,  Elvira,  is  named  in  the  will.  “Is  this  tim¬ 
ing,  or  what?”  Elvira  says  to  the  camera. 
She  hops  into  her  ghoulishly  appointed  car 
(chain  link  steering  wheel,  skull  ac¬ 

coutrements)  and  begins  the  cross  country 
trek  from  California  to  Fallwell, 

Massachusetts,  (get  it?)  to  claim  her  booty. 
All  this  before  the  opening  credits! 

Elvira,  played  by  Cassandra  Peterson,  is 
something  of  a  cult  figure  for  her  television 
work  on  the  syndicated 

“Movie  Macabre.”  Her 
|j  penchant  for  interrupting 
the  grade-B  horror  movies  with  overstated 
gasps  and  sly  double  entendres,  as  well  as 
her  punky  haircut  and  slit-to-the-belly- 
button  black  outfits,  have  helped  make  her  a 
pop  culture  phenomenon.  So  it  seems  in¬ 
evitable  that  someone  would  make  an  Elvira 
movie.  After  all,  if  it  worked  for  PeeAVee 
Herman,  it  could  work  for  Elvira,  too. 

Elvira,  Mistress  of  the  Dark  has  a  lot  in 
common  with  Herman’s  critically  panned 
Big  Top  Pee- Wee.  The  bulk  of  the  action  in 
Elvira  takes  place  in  Fallwell,  where  she  con¬ 
fronts  the  bigotry  of  a  town-full  of  Morality 
Club  members  determined  to  get  rid  of  this 
stranger.  In  Big  Top  Pee-  Wee,  our  hero  was 
similarly  spurned  by  the  townsfolk,  in  his 
case  for  being  a  freakish,  somewhat  spoiled 
celebrity-type  who  behaved  in  a  childish 
manner  (but  subtextually  for  being  a 
screaming  queen).  Elvira,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  the  target  of  the  Morality  Club’s 
scorn  for  her  perceived  sexual  liberation. 
The  head  of  the  Club,  Chastity  Pariah, 
played  by  the  always-wonderful  character 
actress  Edie  McClurg,  even  calls  her  a  “one 
woman  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  if  you  will” 
at  a  town  meeting. 

But  Elvira  is  not  without  her  allies.  The 
teenagers  in  town,  who  have  grown  up 
under  the  repressive  attitudes  of  their 
parents,  see  in  her  a  freedom  they  have  never 
known  —  and  a  chance  to  have  some  fun. 
After  all,  Elvira  wants  to  pick  up  some  extra 


cash  by  hosting  midnight  horror  movies  at 
the  town  cinema,  but  these  teens  have  never 
been  allowed  to  stay  up  that  late! 

And  of  course  there  is  the  love  interest. 
White-bread  muscle-man  theater-owner 
Bob,  doesn’t  understand  Elvira,  but  he  gen¬ 
uinely  likes  her  and  becomes  the  only  per¬ 
son  in  Fallwell  over  16  to  befriend  her. 
Played  by  the  very  hot  Daniel  Green  (whose 
character  Duane  was  killed  in  a  calamitous 
earthquake  a  few  seasons  back  on  Falcon 
Crest),  Bob  is  a  big  hunk  of  understanding 
and  support  —  and  just  the  right  foil  for  the 
Mae  West  side  of  our  heroine. 

The  Mae  West  analogy  is  appropriate 
since  Elvira,  Mistress  of  the  Dark  evokes  a 
similar  gay  male  camp  sensibility.  When  a 

Sex-negative  moral 
superiority  is  at  the  root  of 
all  evil  in  this  film.  .  . 

marquee  letter  konks  Elvira  on  the  noggin, 
Bob  asks  “How’s  your  head?”  She 
responds  “I  haven’t  had  any  complaints  so 
far.”  When  she  is  trying  to  rally  the  kids  to 
support  the  midnight  movies,  she  gives  a  pep 
talk  peppered  with  lines  like  “Never  let  it  be 
said  that  I  ever  refused  my  friends,  or  that  1 
ever  refused  any  strangers,  either.” 

Like  Big  Top  Pee-  Wee,  about  half  of  the 
jokes  in  Elvira  are  simply  not  funny.  And 
the  fact  that  Peterson  is  as  comfortable  in 
her  role  as  Paul  Reubens  is  as  Pee-Wee 
works  against  this  movie  because  viewers  are 
not  used  to  seeing  Elvira  interact  with  other 
people.  And  Peterson  isn’t  used  to  inter¬ 
acting  with  others  either.  On  “Movie 
Macabre”  she  appears  solo  and  talks  direct¬ 
ly  to  the  camera.  As  a  result,  she  sometimes 
seems  about  a  beat  and  a  half  behind  her  eo- 
stars  in  the  him.  „r  fi  7 

But  Elvira  is  still  a  worthwhile  jun 
movie.  After  all,  the  repressive  atmosphere 
of  Reagan’s  America  hasn’t  exactly  spawn¬ 
ed  a  slew  of  movies  that  are  brave  enough  to 
ridicule  the  New  Right.  Sex  negative  moral 
superiority  is  at  the  root  of  all  evil  in  this 
film,  and  an  overtly  sexual  woman  is  enough 
to  threaten  an  entire  community.  Why,  the 
Falwellians  even  attempt  to  burn  Elvira  at 
the  stake  (“Two-four-six-eight- Who  do  we 
incinerate?  Elvira!”  they  shout)!  And  while 
some  parts  don’t  work,  in  particular  the  Las 
Vegas  production  number  finale  replete 
with  an  overly-long  tassel  twirling  sequence 
which  is  enough  to  make  you  squirm,  the 
campy  double  entendres  are  worth  a  chuckle 
or  two  and  eminently  quotable.  And  it  is 
awfully  hard  to  knock  a  low-brow  laugh-fest 
centered  on  a  strong,  explicitly  sexual 
woman.  □ 


FDA 

Continued  from  page  3 

FDA  to  cooperate  with  efforts  to  develop  a 
national  treatment  registry,  which  would 
provide  PWAs  important  medical  informa¬ 
tion  and  improved  access  to  clinical  trials. 

Iris  Long  of  ACT  UP/New  York  said  the 
FDA  also  agreed  during  a  Sept.  22  meeting 
with  ACT  UP  to  provide  complete  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  location  and  criteria  for  over 
100  clinical  trials  now  underway  in  this 
country  to  ACT  UP’s  AIDS  Treatment 
Directory.  The  AIDS  Treatment  Directory 
was  set  up  by  ACT  UP  last  year  to  monitor 
clinical  drug  trials  that  are  often  kept  secret 
by  hospitals  and  drug  companies.  “There 
has  been  some  movement  by  the  FDA,”  said 
Long.  “Unfortunately,  many  of  their  in¬ 
itiatives  lack  teeth.  There  is  nothing  to  make 
the  drug  companies  provide  information 
[about  trials]  and  they  still  lack  the  staff  to 
carry  out  their  [the  FDA)  policies.” 

Long  added  that  ACT  UP  and  other 
AIDS  activists  are  continuing  to  push  the 
FDA  for  “justice  in  trials”  —  the  inclusion 
of  women  of  child-bearing  age  and  people  of 
color  in  clinical  trials.  Eigo  said  the  FDA  has 
been  most  deficient  in  providing  “justice  in 
trials.”  ACT  NOW  is  demanding  that  the 
FDA  require  equal  access  for  “all  affected 
communities”  in  government  and  drug 
company  sponsored  trials.  “We  categorical¬ 
ly  reject  any  trial  that  excludes  communities 


unless  there  is  a  scientific  rationale  for  doing 
so.  And  even  if  this  is  the  case,  parallel  trials 
are  needed  for  every  community.  It  is  simply 
bad  medicine  to  fail  to  test  drugs  on 
everybody,”  said  Eigo. 

AIDS  activists  noted  that,  ironically,  they 
are  calling  for  some  of  the  same  changes  in 

“7 f  the  threat  of  CD  has  got 
them  [the  FDA]  moving, 
maybe  the  actual  CD  will 
really  get  them  going.  ” 

the  FDA  as  Bush  and  several  conservative 
groups.  In  a  recent  report,  “Red  Tape  for 
the  Dying:  The  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  and  AIDS,”  the  Heritage  Foundation, 
a  conservative  think-tank,  called  for  a  com¬ 
plete  overhaul  of  the  FDA  licensing  process. 
The  Vice  President’s  Drug  Deregulation 
Task  Force  has  also  played  an  important 
role  in  pushing  for  access  to  drugs  and  in 
developing  the  new  policy.  However, 
Delaney  said  the  Vice  President  is  pushing 
for  change  to  make  “political  hay  out  of  the 
issue.”  The  right-wing,  he  said,  is  primarily 
interested  in  promoting  the  economic  in¬ 
terests  of  drug  companies  and  is  not  acting 
out  of  compassion  for  PWAs. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Alongside  the  chaos  and  festivity  of  the 
1987  National  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  of 
Gay  Pride  marches  from  San  Francisco  to 
Boston,  one  image  stands  in  stark  contrast 
to  other  memories.  It  is  an  image  of  a  multi¬ 
racial  corps,  clad  in  identical  berets,  mar¬ 
ching  in  strict  formation  with  raised  fists, 
shouting  iri  unison  “Gay  power  is  Rainbow 
power!”  It  is  an  image  which  is 
simultaneously  compelling  in  its  force  and 
unity,  and  suspicious  in  its  militarism  and 
conformity.  For  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 
this  is  their  first  introduction  to  the  New 
Alliance  Party  (NAP)  though  probably  not 
their  last.  In  the  past  several  years  NAP  has 
actively  courted  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  seeking  its  financial  and  political 
support.  The  result  has  been  an  intensified 
search  by  the  community  into  the  history, 
structure  and  politics  of  NAP  in  order  to 
clarify  its  relationship  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
political  agenda. 

The  NAP  appeal 

The  New  Alliance  Party  presents  itself  as 
a  multi-racial,  Black-led,  pro-gay  indepen¬ 
dent  party  with  over  30,000  members  na¬ 
tionwide  and  with  offices  in  26  states.  Its 
platform  is  broad  and  progressive  and  in¬ 
cludes  as  specific  objectives:  a  federal  AIDS 
Bill  of  Rights;  a  federal  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill;  a  bill  reversing  the  Supreme 
Court’s  1986  Hardwick  decision  upholding 
Georgia’s  sodomy  law;  a  national  health 
service;  support  for  U.S.  Rep.  John  Con¬ 
yers’  (D-Mich.)  Fair  Elections  Bill;  repeal  of 
Gramm-Rudman;  repeal  of  the  death  penal¬ 
ty;  and  stronger  civil  rights  legislation. 

With  the  approach  of  the  1988  presiden¬ 
tial  elections,  NAP  has  increasingly  focused 
its  energy  on  its  presidential  candidate, 
Lenora  B.  Fulani.  Fulani  is  a  developmental 
psychologist,  based  in  Harlem,  who  is  a 
long-time  NAP  activist  and  a  therapist  with 
NAP’s  associated  therapy  centers,  the  In¬ 
stitutes  for  Social  Therapy  and  Research. 
Running  as  an  independent  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  the  Committee  for  Fair  Elections, 
Fulani  is  the  first  Black  woman  in  the  United 
States  to  receive  federal  campaign  matching 
funds  (approximately  $600,000  as  of  July 
1988)  and,  according  to  NAP,  she  is  on  the 
ballot  in  all  50  states  and  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia.  Her  appeal  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  simple.  As  she  describes  in 
one  leaflet,  “When  I  say  that  I  am  pro-gay  I 
mean  that  I  am  committed  to  the  full  inclu¬ 
sion  of  lesbians  and  gays  as  lesbians  and 
gays  in  the  economic,  political  and  cultural 
leadership  and  life  of  our  country.”  Among 
the  several  people  identified  by  NAP  as  vice- 
presidential  candidates  is  openly-gay  Harold 
Moore.  The  strategy  Fulani  proposes 
challenges  the  Democratic  Party’s  control  of 
public  debate  and  public  policy  of  concern 
to  the  gay  community  and  the  Left:  “.  .  .  if 
increasing  the  chances  that  the  Democrats 
will  lose  the  election  means  increasing  our 
chances  of  implementing  [our]  programs 
and  principles.  .  .  we  must  be  prepared  to  let 
the  Democratic  Party  pay  the  price.” 

Another  important  NAP  candidate  is 
Mary  Fridley,  a  lesbian  running  against  Ed¬ 
ward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  for  U.S.  Senate. 
Fridley  describes  herself  as  having  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  independent  political  movement 
for  the  last  10  years,  beginning  around  1978 
with  the  Coalition  of  Grassroots  Women  in 
New  York  which  eventually  became  a  part 
of  NAP.  Like  Fulani,  Fridley  was  at  one 
time  a  therapist  with  the  Institute  for  Social 
Therapy  and  Research,  but  came  to  Boston 
approximately  21  months  ago  to  be  the  New 
England  Regional  Coordinator  for  NAP. 

Fridley  pointed  out  in  an  interview  with 
GCN  that  her  campaign  is  intended  “to 
focus  a  lot  of  attention  on  Massachusetts 
and  the  local  issues  and  [Dukakis’]  role  here 
...  [we]  would  like  to  be  the  factor  that,  if 
not  cost  him  Massachusetts,  would  at  least 
embarrass  him.”  Fridley  is  particularly  con¬ 
cerned  that  “gay  Democratic  Party-types” 
uncritically  support  Dukakis’  campaign. 
“What  we’re  pointing  out  politically  is  that 
the  Democratic  Party  has  chosen  to  win  by 
the  conservative  road.” 

The  obvious  and  simple  appeal  of  both 
the  Fulani  campaign  and  of  Fridley’s  race  is 
the  challenge  to  an  electoral  system  which 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  inhospitable  to  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  These  cam¬ 
paigns  seem  to  be  an  opportunity  for  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  to  share  a  voice 
within  this  system.  For  many  in  the  com¬ 
munity  the  platform  put  forward  by  NAP 
candidates  is  compelling  because  it  ad¬ 
dresses  many  issues  of  concern  to  gay  ac¬ 
tivists.  But  while  compelled  by  its  message, 
many  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  become 
suspicious  about  NAP  and  its  relation  to  the 
community.  An  examination  of  NAP’s 
history  and  structure  reinforces  that  suspi¬ 
cion,  as  do  accounts  by  activists  and  former 
NAP  members  of  their  experiences  with  the 
party.  \  v  .w 


The  LaRouche  connection  and 
the  role  of  Newman 

Questions  concerning  the  history  and  in¬ 
ternal  structure  of  NAP  have  been  raised 
repeatedly  by  its  critics.  Historically  NAP 
has  taken  on  a  variety  of  different  forms,  in¬ 
cluding:  IF.. .THEN  (1968);  Centers  for 
Change  (1969);  International  Workers  Par¬ 
ty  (1974);  New  York  City  Unemployed  and 
Workers  Council  (1976);  and  finally  the 
New  Alliance  Party  (1979).  Despite  this 
variety,  each  group  has  been  headed  by  cur¬ 
rent  leader  Fred  Newman  and  rosters  of  cen¬ 
tral  members  remained  nearly  identical 
throughout.  Currently,  NAP  operates 
under  the  names  of  the  Rainbow  Alliance, 
the  Rainbow  Lobby,  the  Institutes  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research  (ISTR),  and 


A  queer  alliance? 

The  New  Alliance  Party  has  a 
pro-gay  platform  and  offers  an 
alternative  to  traditional  party 
politics.  But  the  party’s  early  con¬ 
nection  to  Lyndon  LaRouche,  its 
political  therapy  approach  and 
divisive  organizing  tactics  con¬ 
tinue  to  raise  the  suspicions  of 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  other  ac¬ 
tivists  who  question  NAP’s  real 
agenda.  By  Leigh  Peake. 


LaRouche,  was  I  think  a  product  of  some 
folks  who  were  very,  very  committed  to 
organizing  in  the  community,  trying  out 
whatever  they  thought  they  had  to  try  out  to 
figure  out  what  to  do  and  they  were  willing 
to  do  some  very  risky  and  controversial 
things.  Almost  no  one  points  out  that  at  that 
time  LaRouche  was  on  the  Left  not  the 
Right.” 

More  disturbing  than  the  debate  about 
the  NCLC-CFC  alliance,  however,  is  the 
legacy  of  that  alliance  in  the  internal  struc¬ 
ture  of  NAP.  In  an  article  announcing  his 
resignation  from  NAP,  Dennis  Serrette 
(Black  activist  and  NAP  presidential  can¬ 
didate  in  1984)  suggests  the  parallels  bet¬ 
ween  the  Larouche  and  Newman  opera¬ 
tions.  “Newman  has  often  bragged  about 


the  Lenora  Fulani  Committee  for  Fair  Elec¬ 
tions. 

More  important  than  this  shifting  identity 
are  questions  concerning  the  historic  and 
structural  links  between  NAP  (then  the 
Centers  for  Change  —  CFC)  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Caucus  of  Labor  Committees 
(NCLC)  led  by  Lyndon  LaRouche.  A  1987 
report,  Clouds  Blur  the  Rainbow,  written  by 
Chip  Berlet  and  published  by  Political 
Research  Associates  traces  this  controversial 
connection  back  to  1973-74.  According  to 
Berlet,  Newman  and  the  CFC  had  already 
begun  to  explore  psychological  approaches 
to  social  organizing  and  were  providing 
community  counseling  in  New  York 
through  Newman’s  own  hand-picked  staff 
of  therapists.  Intrigued  by  LaRouche’s 
similar  psychosexual  approach  to  organiz¬ 
ing,  Newman  and  his  CFC  associates  sought 
an  alliance  with  LaRouche’s  NCLC  in  June 
1974.  LaRouche  was,  by  this  point,  already 
espousing  homophobic,  racist  and  sexist 
social  commentary.  In  addition,  between 
May  and  September  of  1973  the  NCLC  ex¬ 
ecuted  “Operation  Mop-Up,”  a  series  of 
violents  attack  on  NCLC’s  “rivals”  on  the 
left  —  in  particular  the  Communist  Party 
USA  and  the  Socialist  Workers  Party. 
Finally  objecting  to  the  work  of  LaRouche 
and  the  NCLC,  Newman  and  his  followers 
split  from  the  NCLC  to  form  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Workers  Party  in  August  of  1974. 

NAP’s  response  to  the  revelation  of  this 
connection  has  evolved  from  a  denial  of  the 
connection  to  a  claim  that  at  the  time  of  the 
alliance,  Newman  was  unaware  of 
LaRouche’s  violent  tactics.  This  claim  does 
not  account  for  the  fact  that  LaRouche  had 
already  declared  “Operation  Mop-Up”  a 
“success”  by  the  end  of  1973  and  that 
“Operation  Mop-Up”  had  been  well- 
covered  in  the  progressive  press.  As  Berlet 
suggests,  “The  question  is  not  how  long  the 
Newmanites  worked  under  the  political 
leadership  of  Lyndon  LaRouche,  but  how 
they  can  explain  what  attracted  Newman 
and  his  followers  to  LaRouche  in  the  first 
place.  To  this  day  NAP  leadership  has  refus¬ 
ed  to  renounce  or  to  deal  candidly  or  ac¬ 
curately  with  the  fact  that  the  Newmanites 
at  one  time  joined  an  organization  which 
was  at  best  a  collection  of  paranoid  sexist 
homophobic  thugs  and  at  worst  a  nascent 
fascist  political  movement.”  Fridley,  who 
joined  the  NAP  several  years  after  the 
NCLC-NAP  alliance,  had  this  to  say  about 
that  period  in  NAP’s  history,  “A  lot  of 
what’s  gone  on  in  the  history  of  this  move¬ 
ment,  including  the  association  with 


how  much  he  learned  from  LaRouche, 
and. ..as  already  noted,  the  reported 
organizational  operations  of  LaRouche’s 
group  are  frighteningly  similar  to  those  of 
Newman’s  group....  Like  LaRouche’s  Na¬ 
tional  Caucus  of  Labor  Committees, 
Newman  runs  a  very  tightly  controlled 
organization.  Like  LaRouche,  Newman  has 
created  numerous  organizations  (most  only 
paper)  with  divergent  names;  some  to  at¬ 
tract  particular  individuals,  some  solely  to 
make  money,  many  with  names  so  similar  to 
true  left  organizations  that  unknowing  in¬ 
dividuals  are  often  fooled....  Newman  con¬ 
trolled  all  the  resources,  personnel,  and 
policies  of  the  organizations....  The 
organization  was  elitist  and  oppressive,  hav¬ 
ing  set  up  its  own  internal  caste  system.” 

When  asked  about  the  issues  of  NAP’s 
structure  and  specifically  Serrette’s 
criticism,  Fridley  responded,  “As  a  woman 
I’m  appealing  to  you  that  what  women  have 
to  start  talking  about  is  how  thoroughly  sex¬ 
ist  these  charges  are  —  the  people  who  build 
and  lead  NAP  are  women  and  they’re  pri¬ 
marily  women  of  color.  Fred  Newman  is  one 
man.  It’s  just  so  abominally  sexist  for  the 
work  of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  brilliant 
women.  Black  and  white,  Chicano,  Native 
American,  to  be  reduced  to  the  puppet-like 
control  of  one  man.  Fred  Newman  is  very 
important....  But  the  notion  that  he  is 
somehow  in  control  of  all  this  is  a  slap  in  the 
face  of  myself  and  other  women.”  Fridley 
further  charged  that  Serrette’s  criticisms 
were  motivated  by  his  own  sexism.  “I  knew 
Dennis.  I  worked  with  him.  He  disagreed  — 
very,  very  much  —  with  the  whole  issue  of 
women  of  color  leading.  That  was  the  point 
at  which  he  left.  He  was  also  in  a  personal 
relationship  with  Dr.  Fulani.  He  wanted  her 
to  do  things  that  she  simply  wouldn’t  do,  in¬ 
cluding  subsuming  her  political  career  to  be 
his  woman.  That  was  an  intense  fight.... 
He’s  chosen,  I  think,  to  take  a  fairly  unprin¬ 
cipled  route.” 

Serrette  told  GCN,  “That’s  not  only  inac¬ 
curate,  that’s  an  outright  lie,  a  fabrication. 
Lenora  Fulani  and  I  were  in  a  brief  —  not 
even  close  —  relationship  during  the  time  I 
was  in  NAP,  and  we  had  no  relationship  at 
all  at  the  time  I  left....  As  far  as  women  of 
color  in  leadership  —  that  was  never  a  Fight 
or  a  struggle  —  it  wasn’t  even  discussed. 

“My  argument  with  NAP  was  that  they 
weren’t  a  principled  organization,  they 
weren’t  honest  about  who  they  were.  This 
whole  thing  about  being  Black-led  was 
nothing  more  than  a  fabrication. ..and  I  was 
not  going  to  be  a  part  of  it.,. and  [I  argued] 


that  those  of  color  who  were  in  leadership 
were  basically  brainwashed  through  their 
social  therapy  into  doing  the  bidding  of  Fred 
Newman.” 

This  tightly-controlled,  hierarchical  struc¬ 
ture  under  the  personal  leadership  of  Fred 
Newman  raises  questions  about  the  integrity 
of  NAP’s  claim  to  being  Black-led.  It  also 
forces  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  to 
challenge  whether  an  organization  under  the 
personal  leadership  of  a  straight,  white  male 
should  represent  our  concerns. 

Political  therapy 

The  history  of  an  alliance  between 
Newman  and  LaRouche  also  raises  suspi¬ 
cions  about  the  Institutes  for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research  (ISTR)  and  of  the  role  of 
psychology  in  general  in  NAP’s  broader 
strategy. 

While  labeling  NAP  a  “cult”  with 
Newman  as  its  “guruj”  has  become  common 
fare  for  critics  of  NAP,  the  tactics  behind 
the  labels  deserve  serious  consideration.  The 
“therapy  connection”  dates  back  to  the  ear¬ 
ly  ’70s  and  the  establishment  of  the  New 
York  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  and 
Research,  which  Village  Voice  writer  Joe 
Conason  calls  “NAP’s  theoretical,  training, 
and  therapeutic  center  (6/1/82).”  The 
theoretical  grounding  for  the  Institutes  is 
Newman’s  own  publication  Power  and 
Authority  (Centers  for  Change,  1974)  which 
describes  a  kind  of  fusion  between 
psychotherapy  and  political  recruitment  for 
“revolution.”  Newman  argues  in  Power 
and  Authority  that  “...the  left  movement 
and  so  on  are  nothing  more  than  the  fascist 
conceived  brainwashing  programs  designed 
to  destroy  the  minds  of  the  working  woman 
and  the  working  man  and  thereby  blind  the 
working  class  to  the  grim  reality  of  can¬ 
nibalization  and  encroaching  fascism.... 
What  are  some  of  the  underlying  principles 
of  this  massive  fascist  brainwashing?  One 
underlying  principle  is  to  have  the  working 
class  totally  divided  into  groupings  which 
fight  each  other  and  in  so  doing  hide  the 
reality  of  the  fascist  takeover.  Black  na¬ 
tionalism,  community  control,  feminism, 
the  petty  bourgeois  movement,  gay  pride, 
worker  participation  programs,  trade  union 
parochialism,  and  so  on,  are  concepts  devis¬ 
ed  by  the  fascists  to  locate  a  group’s  identity 
in  something  other  than  the  working  class” 
(pp.  xii-xiii;  emphasis  mine). 

While  many  on  the  left  might  agree  that 
one  important  strategy  for  social  change  is 
organizing  a  unified  working  class  move¬ 
ment,  or  indeed  that  divisions  between  com¬ 
munities  are  a  critical  obstacle,  Newman 
here  completely  denies  both  the  necessary 
diversity  within  such  a  movement  and  the 
complexity  of  individual  identity,  as  well  as 
the  potential  for  powerful  grassroots 
movements  grounded  in  any  one  of  these 
communities. 

In  constructing  a  psychological  theory  of 
organizing,  Newman  argues  the  function  of 
ISTR  should  be  “treating  the  society  by  cur¬ 
ing  the  individual.”  However,  the  “cure” 
for  the  individual  is  involvement  in  “revolu¬ 
tionary  acts,”  and  NAP  is  the  medium  for 
this  cure. 

Some  people  who  have  been  involved  with 
NAP  have  described  this  process  of  political 
therapy  as  one  in  which  an  individual  or 
group  is  criticized  or  humiliated  to  a  point  of 
emotional  vulnerability,  only  to  be  “built 
back  up”  by  the  source  of  criticism,  creating 
an  emotional  dependency.  This  same  source 
is  also  the  same  source  of  political  direction 
and  authority. 

Serette  told  GCN,  “Anytime  they 
organize  anywhere  to  do  anything,  they 
always  lead  off  putting  together  a  therapy 
clinic.  I  sat  through  a  number  of  these 
therapy  situations  —  some  of  them  that 
Mary  Fridley  herself  was  in,  and  Lenora 
Fulani.  And  I  personally  witnessed  Fred 
Newman  and  others  bringing  Fulani  to 
tears,  as  they  did  others  in  different  ses¬ 
sions.  After  tearing  them  down  they’d  turn 
around  and  build  them  back  up  again  and 
tell  them  how  great  they  were.” 

Sheila  McCue,  a  long-time  labor  activist 
in  New  York,  said  she  first  heard  about 
NAP  through  her  therapist  at  the  ISTR.  “I 
was  surprised  I  hadn’t  heard  of  them  before 
since  I  had  been  around  the  New  York  ac¬ 
tivist  community  for  a  while.”  Against  the 
advice  of  other  progressives,  McCue  joined 
NAP  and  after  a  year  was  asked  to  join  the 
“underground”  International  Workers 
Party  (the  IWP,  formed  in  1974,  went 
“underground”  with  the  formation  of  NAP 
in  1979). 

McCue  said  she  “soon  found  out  that  my 
therapist,  Fred  Newman,  was  the  head  of 
it.”  McCue  said  she  gradually  became 
disconnected  from  family  and  non-NAP 
friends  and,  after  Five  years  of  working 
closely  with  Fred  Newman  and  the  NAP 
Central  Committee,  felt  completely 
frustrated  and  exploited  and  decided  to 
leave  NAP.  “They  certainly  exploited  me. 


Five  years  of  my  life  were  gone,  my  financial 
security  was  gone  —  I  had  given  everything 
to  the  party.  What  they  say  they’re  doing  is 
building  a  multi-racial,  independent  party 
—  which  sounded,  and  still  sounds,  like  a 
good  idea  —  but  that’s  not  what  they’re  do¬ 
ing.  What  they’re  building  is  a  cult.” 

“I  think  it’s  really  important  for  people  to 
understand  that  not  only  is  it  outrageous  — 
what  they’re  doing  —  but  it’s  dangerous.  I 
mean,  when  I  got  involved  in  this  group  it 
was  about  100  people  and  [NAP  is]  growing 
and  I  think  people  need  to  know  that  and 
not  let  them  into  their  communities.” 

Cathy  Burack  of  the  University  of 
Missouri’s  Women’s  Center  told  Kris  Klein- 
diest  of  the  St.  Louis  Lesbian  and  Gay 
News-Telegraph  about  an  ISTR  workshop 
she  attended  in  which  “a  woman  staying  at 
the  hotel  entered  the  meeting  by  accident 
and  wound  up  being  the  subject  of  an  im¬ 
promptu  group  therapy  session.”  The 
woman  was  then  counseled  to  join  the  In¬ 
stitute.  Similarly,  one  lesbian  ex-NAP 
member  in  Boston  (who  asked  not  to  be 
identified)  told  GCN  she  left  NAP  when  she 
was  increasingly  pressured  to  let  old  ac¬ 
quaintances  fade  and  to  leave  her  current 
residence  in  order  to  live  with  only  other 
NAP  members. 

This  manipulation  of  emotion  also  occurs 
on  a  larger  scale.  Masha  Gessen,  editor  of 
Next  magazine  (see  also  Next,  Vol.  1,  No. 
37;  Aug  31-Sept  6,  1988)  who  attended 
NAP’s  national  convention  in  August  1988, 
describes  marathon  sessions  from  8  a.m.  to 
midnight  where  speakers  would  build  the 
members  up  to  an  emotional  climax  and, 
“like  automatons,”  the  audience  would  rise 
and  fall,  applaud  and  be  silent  in  unison. 
Gessen  said  gay  and  lesbian 
member/speakers  would  rise  to  give 
testimony  to  the  benefits  they  derive  from 
NAP,  and  then  go  on  to  present  difficult 
questions  they  had  encountered  in  cam¬ 
paigning  for  the  party.  After  several 
speakers,  Ernie  Chambers  (NAP  candidate 
for  U.S.  Senate  from  Nebraska)  rose  saying 
“you  think  you’re  so  sophisticated”  and 
proceeded  to  denigrate  the  speakers  with 
homophobic  comments  and  accusations  of 
stupidity.  According  to  Gessen,  other 
member/speakers  throughout  the  day  had 
been  the  object  of  similar  ridicule  when  they 
expressed  concerns  over  how  to  deal  with 
critics  of  NAP.  All  were  counseled  with  ex¬ 
plicit  rhetoric  with  which  to  respond  to  dif¬ 
ferent  criticisms. 

“Starved  for  credibility” 

Many  gay  men  and  lesbians  —  whether 
approached  by  NAP  in  bars  or  on  the  streets 
. —  are  asking  “Why  our  community,  and 
why  now?”  A  look  at  NAP’s  relationship  to 
other  political  communities  suggests  a 
history  of  political  opportunism  and 
misrepresentation  which  has  only  recently 
targeted  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 

One  misrepresentation  involves  the 
August  1987  endorsement  of  the  Fulani 
campaign  by  American  Indian  Movement 
leader  Vernon  Bellecourt.  The  endorsement 
by  Bellecourt  would  seem  to  lend  credibility 
to  Fulani’s  claim  to  diverse  support. 
However,  a  little-known  fact  reported  in  Ju¬ 
ly  1988  by  Kelvyn  Anderson  of  the  Delaware 
County  Daily  Times  is  that  Bellecourt  was 
receiving  a  $1000  monthly  retainer  as  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  Fulani  campaign.  According 
to  Serrette,  “They’re  starved  for  credibility, 
and  they’re  willing  to  spend  the  money  to 
get  it.” 

An  even  more  difficult  relationship  is  that 
between  NAP  and  the  Rainbow  Coalition 
made  popular  in  part  by  Jesse  Jackson’s 
presidential  campaigns.  Because  of  its  two 
“spin-off”  organizations  —  the  Rainbow 
Alliance  and  the  Rainbow  Lobby  —  NAP  has 
often  been  confused  with  the  Rainbow  Coalition. 
One  example  of  this  confusion  arose  during 
the  1986  Boston  race  for  state  representative 
between  incumbent  John  E.  McDonough 
and  NAP  candidate  Cathy  Stewart. 

Ros  Everdell  at  the  Boston  headquarters 
of  the  Rainbow  Coalition  claims  that  pro¬ 
blems  actually  began  before  the  Stewart  cam¬ 
paign  but  were  accentuated  when  Stewart 
and  NAP,  in  their  door-to-door  campaign¬ 
ing,  identified  themselves  as  members  of 
“the  Rainbow”  with  no  further  clarifica¬ 
tion.  Similarly,  one  of  Stewart’s  campaign 
leaflets  was  titled  “  Woman  and  the  Rain¬ 
bow.”  The  result,  says  Everdell,  was  that 
many  people  confused  these  canvassers  as 
being  connected  with  the  Rainbow  Coali¬ 
tion.  “Some  called  the  Rainbow  Coalition 
office  to  say  ‘I  gave  money’  or  ‘I  was  going 
to  give  money  but  then  became  suspicious,”’ 
says  Everdell.  When  challenged,  canvassers 
denied  there  was  any  connection  between 
NAP  and  the  Rainbow  Lobby/ Alliance, 
despite  overwhelming  evidence  to  the  con¬ 
trary  in  their  own  National  Alliance 
newspaper. 

Fridley  countered  “Actually  the  Rainbow 
Coalition  wasn’t  the  first  “Rainbow,”  it 


was  Fred  Hampton  of  the  Black 
Panthers....  Our  point  is  we  never  knew  that 
“The  Rainbow”  was  owned  by  anybody.... 
I’m  not  arguing  over  the  Rainbow  name. 
We  chose  the  Rainbow  name  because  the 
Rainbow  happens  to  describe  the  movement 
we’re  building.  We  happen  to  be  the  in¬ 
dependent  wing  of  the  movement.  There  are 
some  serious  political  disagreements  be¬ 
tween  the  independent  wing  of  that  move¬ 
ment  and  the  Rainbow  Coalition  which  by 
and  large  has  settled  in  as  the  left  wing  of  the 
Democratic  Party....  The  Rainbow  Lobby 
has  made  clear  that  they  are  not  the  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition....  I  think  what  [the  Rainbow 
Coalition]  won’t  say  is  that  they’re  being 
out-organized  in  many  cases  and  they  can’t 
stand  it.” 


whole  process.”  In  addition,  amongst  the 
panelists  was  a  Nation  of  Islam  minister  who 
“launched  into  a  very  offensive  anti- 
Semitic,  anti-gay  diatribe.” 

NAP  has  also  been  criticized  for  its 
alliance  with  Nation  of  Islam  leader  Louis 
Farrakhan,  who  has  been  charged  with  be¬ 
ing  both  Anti-Semitic  and  anti-gay.  Fridley 
argues  that  the  criticism  is  unfair.  “What  we 
will  n£ver  do,  and  what  Dr.  Fulani  will  never 
do  is  repudiate  Minister  Farrakhan  because 
one,  the  white  community  has  no  right  to 
tell  Black  people  who  their  leaders  are,  two 
that  Minister  Farrakhan  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  is  not  the  enemy  of  gay  people,  he 
has  never  done  anything  to  hurt  gay  people, 
and  three,  if  you  want  to  raise  the  issue  of 
people  being  homophobic  then  I  think  it’s 


NAP  presidential  candidate  Lenora  B.  Fulani 


The  New  Jewish  Agenda  has  experienced 
a  different  kind  of  introduction  to  NAP. 
The  New  Jewish  Agenda  (NJA)  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  organization  formed  in  1980  to  deal 
with  issues  such  as  the  Middle  East,  Central 
America,  disarmament  and  feminism. 
Claire  Kinberg  of  NJA  in  New  York  told 
GCN  the  following  story  of  NJA’s  ex¬ 
perience  with  NAP.  Kinberg  described  how 
one  year  ago  several  NAP  members  joined 
the  NJA  “all  at  once.”  When  asked  if  there 
were  any  connection  between  the  new 
members,  NAP  members  denied  knowledge 
of  other  members  joining  the  NJA,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Kinberg.  She  said  that  non-NAP 
NJA  members  were  wary  of  this  sudden  in¬ 
flux  of  NAP  people  and  were  anxious  to 


time  we  start  functioning  in  the  real  world. 
America  is  homophobic....  One  thing  that  I 
think  white  gay  leaders  never  point  out  is 
who  Minister  Farrakhan  has  aligned  himself 
with  and  decided  to  follow  is  the  most 
outspokenly  pro-gay  woman  in  America. 
Now  if  he  was  so  fundamentally  anti-gay, 
then  I  don’t  think  that’s  a  position  he  could 
tolerate.” 

In  a  recent  interview  with  GCN,  Hyde  up¬ 
dated  her  impressions  of  NAP  and  its  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
“Since  April  I  have  talked  to  no  fewer  than 
fifteen  different  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
who  have  called  to  express,  minimally, 
puzzlement  and  some  to  express  their  total 
frustration  and  outright  anger  at  the  tactics 


.  I  had  given  everything  to  the  party.  What  they 
say  they’re  doing  is  building  a  multi-racial, 
independent  party  —  which  sounded,  and  still 
sounds,  like  a  good  idea  —  but  that’s  not  what 
they’re  doing.  What  they’re  building  is  a  cult.” 


avoid  “what  we  knew  other  groups  had  ex¬ 
perienced.”  In  particular  Kinberg  said  NJA 
members  feared  the  appearance  of  articles  in 
the  NAP’s  National  Alliance  linking  NAP 
and  the  NJA.  Yet  this  is  precisely  what  hap¬ 
pened.  Kinberg  said  that  while  NJA 
members  did  not  wish  to  deny  anyone  access 
to  or  membership  in  the  Agenda,  they  re¬ 
mained  concerned  and  as  a  result,  passed  a 
specific  resolution  denying  any  relationship 
between  the  two  organizations.  As  Kinberg 
states,  “It  was  a  very  difficult  situation. 
Everybody  —  to  a  person  —  who  wasn’t  a 
NAP  member  felt  uncomfortable  with  them 
and  didn’t  want  them  around... their  dis¬ 
ingenuousness  made  it  impossible  to  trust 
them.”  Kinberg  said  that  after  NJA  officials 
circulated  a  copy  of  Berlet’s  critical  report 
on  NAP,  the  NAP  members  left  the  group. 

One  of  the  first  indications  that  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  might  experience 
similar  difficulty  with  NAP  is  reported  by 
Sue  Hyde  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF)  in  Washington  D.C. 
In  a  May  1988  letter  to  editors  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  press,  Hyde  described  a  1985  inci¬ 
dent  when  she  was  falsely  led  into  participa¬ 
tion  on  a  panel,  purportedly  about  hate 
crimes,  but  which  turned  out  to  be  “nothing 
more  than  a  recruitment  meeting  for  the 
party....  I  was  lied  to  several  times  in  this 


being  used  by  NAP.  It  is  clear,  as  people 
around  the  country  come  in  contact  with 
NAP,  that  there  is  a  proportional  increase  in 
anger  and  alienation  from  that  organization 
as  a  trustworthy  partner  in  social  change.” 
As  Hyde  concludes  in  her  May  letter, 
“Taken  all  together,  the  [Berlet]  report  and 
comments  from  community  activists  paint  a 
picture  of  NAP’s  political  opportunism  and 
willingness  to  sacrifice  principles  for  the 
sake  of  building  itself  as  an  institution.” 

All  of  these  stories  indicate  the  need  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  to  seriously 
question  its  ability  to  work  productively 
with  or  within  NAP. The  community  must 
also  take  a  hard  look  at  what  this  history  of 
opportunism  indicates  about  NAP’s 
motives  for  pursuing  gay  and  lesbian  sup¬ 
port  and  participation.  NAP  has  always 
claimed  to  be  pro-gay.  With  the  onset  of  the 
presidential  race  and  the  Fulani  campaign, 
efforts  to  recruit  gay  men  and  lesbians  have 
been  stepped  up.  Can  it  possibly  be  a  coin¬ 
cidence  that  at  this  same  time  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  was  one  of  few  vocal 
harsh  critics  of  Dukakis?  Probably  not. 
With  the  Dukakis  nomination  secured  and 
Bush  an  unacceptable  alternative,  the  gay 
community  asked  itself  “Now  what?”  NAP 
was  ready  with  an  answer:  “Fulani.”  NAP 
appeared  at  some  of  the  first  Boston  ACT- 


OUT  meetings  in  1987  to  advocate  NAP  as 
the  best  vehicle  for  our  abundant  energy  and 
anger.  Again  in  1988,  at  a  lesbian/gay 
political  forum  where  activists  sought  a 
strategy  of  response  to  the  presidential  race, 
NAP  was  there  to  promote  Fulani. 

[Joth  local  and  national  gay  and  pro¬ 
gressive  activists  say  in  their  experience  with 
the  group,  NAP  has  not  sought  to  con¬ 
tribute  constructively  to  a  strategic  dialogue 
within  the  gay  community,  nor  to  an  in¬ 
dependent  lesbian  and  gay  movement.  In¬ 
stead,  NAP  has  sought  to  co-opt  both 
dialogue  and  movement  into  a  NAP 
framework.  Indeed,  many  groups  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  People’s  Party  in  1978  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  the  Mississippi  Welfare 
Rights  Organization  and  the  Mississippi 
Gay  Alliance  —  have  reported  NAP’s  repeated 
attempts  to  disrupt  their  political  activity.  In 
each  case,  according  to  Berlet,  “the  group 
[penetrates]  a  progressive  organization  and 
[seeks]  to  take  it  over  or  recruit  away  its 
membership.” 

NAP’s  platform  is  appealing.  It  is  one 
toward  which  much  of  the  Left  has  always 
been  working.  The  virtue  of  the  ideals  is  not 
disputed.  Neither  is  there  dispute  that  this 
platform  has  drawn  the  support  of  many  ac¬ 
tivists  committed  to  a  broad  movement  for 
social  change.  Neither,  finally,  is  there 
dispute  that  the  electoral  accomplishments 
of  Lenora  Fulani  are  worthy  of  recognition. 
However,  there  is  great  dispute  over  NAP’s 
ability  —  given  a  centralized,  authoritarian 
structure  centered  around  Fred  Newman 
and  social  therapeutic  strategies  for  organiz- 
ing  —  to  form  links  with  other  communities 
in  order  to  create  a  broad  alliance.  In  fact, 
NAP’s  history  indicates  a  willingness  to 
subvert  other  organizations  and  to  associate 
with  people  like  LaRouche  and  Farrakhan 
whose  ideologies  oppose  those  of  so  many 
on  the  left.  To  quote  Sue  Hyde  of  NGLTF, 
“Whether  they  intend  it  or  not,  I  think  the 
National  Alliance  Party  could  subvert  an 
autonomous,  grassroots  lesbian  and  gay 
movement.”  □ 


Thanks  to  Chip  Berlet  and  Nancy  Wechs- 
ler  for  their  information  and  ideas  for  this 
article.  □ 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


...  ..  .  .....  .  ...... 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★  No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


\  Annapurna  Concerts  presents: 

An  Evening  of  Provocative  Comedy  and  Lesbian  Sex  Education 

with 

Nationally  known  therapist  and  best-sellinq 
-lyHMMBBBgaSa&t  author  of  "Lesbian  Sex"  &  "Lesbian  Passiorr 


auihor  of  Lesbian  Sex" 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


JoAnn 

Loulan 


Somerville  Theatre 

56  Dam  %  625-1061  On  The  RBd  Line 

Tctofc;  $1250  pnmi  edtiwton  <$200  mom  <* 
(Low -room*  *c*«t>  available  atTha  Somam 
thaaya  Bos  Oflca  and  in  advance  only) 
Avatabfc  et  d  Tt*.  ©master  ou*efe  a  by 
erect  cad  (787-6C0Q;  New  Wads,  Cambc 
Qad  Dew  Ba*&  Boefcn;  Mxrwey  Video  8 
Sard  Out  of  Town  Tkls,  Harvera  Square; 


Special  Video  Listings 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


Friday  Nov.  4 

8  pm 


TV  appearances  indude 


The  Dr.  Ruth 
of  Dykedom" 


(Cd  W  ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours;  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


&  Donahue 


WQRKSHOPS; 


Sat.  Nov.  5  10am  -  4pm  $50.00  Reclaiming  Lesbian  Sex  with  a  Passion 
Sun.  Nov.  6  10am  -  4pm  $100.00  Lesbian  Sexuality  Training  Seminar 

*For  therapists  and  mental  health  professionals;  call  re:  Continuing  Ed.  credits' 

Mail  Oder  Registration  c/o:  Annapurna  Concerts/P.O.  Box461/Somerville,MA  021 44 


iuo  lie'j  yarl  i  n  / 

.viifBi intbrlrn- 

Sr 


PRESS  1.  One-On-One  Rematch-Push  #  for  rematch 
over  and  over. 

2.  Partyline  up  to  8  callers. 

3.  Listen  to  recorded  messages 
from  other  callers  bulletin  board. 

4.  Record  your  messages  on  the 
Bulletin  Board. 

5.  The  Call-Me-Back  line. 

When  you  can’t  give 
out  your  number. 


For  Video  Order:  1-800-445-5669 


,45  per  mini 
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healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMHUNITY 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence.MA  01840 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave..  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFEORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- I060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO  VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

3SI  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8. 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  o I  Political  Struggle. 
South  Aina.  Cental  Amenca. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  liteature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaia  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St 
Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
37S  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
Geneal  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
ail  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Geold  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSEUNG  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

18614  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 14 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacamento  St 
Gmbndge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60W  Sacamento  St. 

Gmbndge.  MA  02138 
8760438 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353  1500 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Cental  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Releral  Service 
Psychotheapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  are  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3 185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 


(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Refeml  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat„  12-7 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaia  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokeage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaia  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Grt.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  Sc 
Jamaia  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(6171353-1500 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (617)  487-1616 


Mocking 

Continued  from  back  page 


hero.  At  the  time,  the  episode  captivated  the 
press  and  the  public,  and  parts  of  the  saga 
remain  inexplicable  to  this  day.  The  movie  is 
flat  with  ambivalence,  a  project  trotted  out 
with  tabloid-style  delight  at  bemusing  an  au¬ 
dience.  Natasha  Richardson  as  Hearst  does 
an  okay  job  of  interpreting  a  muddled  role 
with  simmering  passion  and  intelligence. 
But  the  story  of  Hearst’s  experience  is  not 
funny,  as  the  film  crudely  implies. 

So  I  found  Running  on  Empty  a  more 
palatable  film  than  Patty  Hearst  —  oddly 
enough,  since  I’m  a  sucker  for  cynicism  over 
sentimentality  most  every  time.  But  Patty 
Hearst  is  too  snide,  too  insidiously  nasty  for 
me.  And  while  Running  on  Empty  is  far  too 
superficial  in  its  recounting  of  political 
history,  at  least  it  has  the  big  appeal  of  the 
smashing  Christine  Lahti.  Both  films, 
however,  are  depthless  duds,  stalled  on 
empty.  □ 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-26 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


NY  cops 

Continued  from  page  I 

by  the  incidents,  and  urges  calm  among 
ACT  UP  members. 

The  SILENCE  =  GOLDEN  statement 
asserted  that  knowledge  of  one’s  rights  and 
group  solidarity  would  foil  efforts  by  NYPD 
to  intimidate  ACT  UP.  Dobbs  further  put 
the  guidelines  into  this  nutshell:  “Just  shut 
up!” 

“They  can  intimidate  us  only  if  we  agree 
to  be  intimidated,”  said  Quester.  “We 
know  that  we  are  right!”  □ 

Dannemeyer 

Continued  from  page  3 

San  Francisco  AIDS  service  providers 
said  the  initiative  could  end  the  city’s 
“model”  response  to  the  disease.  Durazzo 
said  the  city  has  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
rate  of  increase  of  HIV  infection  among  gay 
men  to  almost  zero  with  “non-threatening 
programs.  Many  people  have  a  very  real  fear 
that  they  will  face  discrimination  if  their  an¬ 
tibody  status  is  revealed.  When  they  call  our 
hotline  and  find  we  offer  confidentiality, 
they  are  much  more  willing  to  come  in.  You 
shouldn’t  punish  people,  we  need  to  reach 
out  to  them.  Punitive  measures  will  only 
drive  the  epidemic  underground.” 

Durazzo  added  that  only  someone  more 
interested  in  making  judgments  about  life¬ 
styles  than  saving  lives  would  sponsor  such  a 
dangerous  initiative.  Volk,  who  termed 
Dannemeyer  an  “AIDS  wacko,”  said  the 
almost  unanimous  opposition  to  the  bill 
from  medical  leaders  and  health  officials 
makes  Dannemeyer  appear  out  of  the 
“mainstream  of  AIDS  policy”  to  California 
voters.  Indeed,  the  No  on  102  campaign  is 
playing  up  connections  between  Dannemey¬ 
er  and  the  far  right  by  calling  102  “the  il¬ 
legitimate  son  of  LaRouche.”  The  virulent¬ 
ly  homophobic  LaRouche  in  1986  spon¬ 
sored  a  similar  initiative  —  Proposition  64 
—  that  was  defeated  by  a  two-to-one 
margin. 

Dannemeyer,  who  serves  as  an  AIDS  ad¬ 
visor  to  presidential  candidate  George  Bush, 
has  said  that  PWAs  “emit  spores  that  have 
been  known  to  cause  birth  defects.”  For 
two  years  Dannemeyer  employed  Nebraska 
psychologist  Paul  Cameron  as  an  advisor  on 
AIDS  policy.  Cameron,  who  terms  gay  men 
“feces  eaters,”  has  advocated  concentra¬ 
tion  camps  for  homosexuals.  Volk  said  the 
campaign  to  connect  Dannemeyer  with  the 
far  right  in  the  state  is  succeeding. 

Paul  Mero,  spokesperson  for  Dannemey¬ 
er,  told  GCN  the  initiative  is  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  “AIDS  victims.  In  fact,  most  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  believe  they  have  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  infection.  Homosexual  ac¬ 
tivity  is  an  addiction.  It  is  really  sad.  These 
people  actually  prefer  to  give  up  their  lives 
than  turn  away  from  their  lifestyles.  We 
can’t  let  sick  people  like  this  determine 
AIDS  policy.” 

California  Against  102  may  be  contacted 
at  415/621-4450  in  San  Francisco  and 
213/654-3757  in  Los  Angeles.  Stop  Dan- 
nemeyer/No  on  102  may  be  contacted  at 
213/378-9355 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Louise  Rafkin,  Oct.  16,  3-5pm 

The  author  of  Different  Daughters  celebrates  Unholy 
Alliances:  New  Women's  Fiction,  an  intriguing 
collection  of  short  fiction.  Louise  will  be  joined  by  local 
contributor  Patricia  Roth  Schwartz. 

Kathy  Maio,  Oct.  23,  3-5pm 

The  famous  Sojourner  film  critic  has  a  book  of  all 
those  reviews  you  loved  and  learned  from.  Celebrate 
the  publication  of  Feminist  in  the  Dark:  Reviewing  the 
Movies. 

Sonia  Sanchez,  Oct.  30,  3-5pm 

We  can  hardly  believe  our  luck!  Join  us  in  welcoming 
one  of  the  foremost  Black  poets  in  the  country.  Her 
latest  book  is  Under  a  Soprano  Sky. 


New  Wqrds 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 


186  Hampshire  Street 
Inman  Square 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876  5310 


FALL  ’88  READINGS 


All  readings  are  free  &  open  to  all.  Refreshments 
served.  Please  come  and  bring 


a  friend. 


Informal 

Appearance 

RITA  MAE  BROWN 

At 

SBUDDENBROOKS 

All  book  titles  are  available 

• ' Tuesday 
|  October  18,  1988 
12:30-1 :00pm 


BUDDENBRGOIS 


753  Boylston  St., 
Back  Bay,  Boston  536-4433 


JOIN  THE  HARVEST  BRIGADES  TO  NICARAGUA 


{ 


□  Nov.  19-Dec.  17 

□  Dec.  20-Jan.  7 
(special  for  students) 

□  Dec.  17-Jan.  14 

□  Jan.  7-Feb.  4 


FOR  INFORMATION  AND  APPLICATIONS, 
CALL  CARL  617/868-5219  OR 
AMY,  617/776-5302 

Sponsored  by: 

Nicaragua  Network 
2025  I  Street,  N.W.  Suite  212 
Washington,  D.C.006 

202/223-2328 _ 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


I  have  seen. .  explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik,  WBZ-JV 
"It'S  delightful! "  -John  Corcoran,  WNEV-TV 


■‘Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley.  WCVB 

357*8384 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426*4444 
or  542*1701 


DINNER/THEATRE 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


TH€ 

TeRRRCe  ROOM 
AT  THC  BOSTON  PARK  PLAZA 


imimiimini 


FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

SWEET  HONEY 
IN  THE  ROCK 


\0  a 


fa\V 


ten 


(ea'ul 


ited 


tat\ce 


cT\orrcv 


CHERYL  WHEELER 
ELLEN  McILWAINE 

Sunday  October  30th 
Berklee  Performance  Center 

3  &  8  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


QUEEN  IDA 

&  HER  CAJUN  ZYDECO  BAND 


CASSELBERRY-DUPREE 
DIANNE  DAVIDSON 
PATSY  MONTANA 

Saturday  November  5th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  ^ 

5  &  9  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


A  night  of  warmth  and  fine  music 
with 

BARBARA 
HIGBIE 

a JOHN 
McCUTCHEON 

Saturday  December  3rd 
Arlington  Town  Hall 

6  &  9  PM  $15  general  admission 


Berklee  Box  Office,  Out-of-Town  Tickets 
in  Harvard  Square,  Sandy’s  Music  in 
Cambridge,  Wood  &  Strings  Music  in 
Arlington,  all  Strawberries  and  Ticketron 


Just  for  US  ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  wmen. 


You  can  . . . 


•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss  . . . 

•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


Dr.  David  A  Russell 

General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

By  appointment 

617/247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health  care  for  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
4  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

SMALL  TOWN  GIRL 

LF  has  a  lot  to  offer  as  you  do.  Warm  hearted,  good 
looking,  outdoors/athletic,  learning  to  sail.  Enjoy  good 
food,  music,  week-ending  around  New  England,  culture 
and  more!  Looking  for  good  looking  LF  to  bike,  hike, 
x-country  ski  with  me.  Girl  who  likes  walking  beach  or 
cozy  fireplace.  27-37. _ (IS) 

GWM  43,  ISO,  5’8",  Br/hz,  “AIDS-free."  looking  for 
someone  to  45  who  is  serious  about  developing  an 
“AIDS-free”,  loving,  caring,  monogamous,  1-to-l,  per¬ 
manent.  commilment/relationship.  Send  phone,  photo, 
discriptive  letter  to:  POB  221,  Dorchester,  MA. 
02122-0002.  Thank  you! _ (14) 

Prof  GF  28,  honest  offers  support  to  GWM  25-35  prof 
of  French  or  grad  student  (PhD).  Please  write  for  more 
details.  GCN  Box  329, _ 03) 

LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 
assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144, _  (16) 

40  OR  OVER!  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE! 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08543-2357. _ (19) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA02139. _ (16.33) 

Hey  S.W.H.:  Like,  why  are  you  so  chicken  to  hitchhike 
to  DC?  I  saw  this  porn  movie  once  where  these  guys 
were  hitching  and  then  this  truck  drove  up  and  this  big 
trucker  said  “You  boys  look  like  you  could  use  a  lift...” 
Whaddya’  say?  C. _ (J3) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


END  WOMAN  ABUSE 

The  Support  Committee  for  Battered  Women  has  an  exten¬ 
sive  outreach  program  for  high  schools.  We  need  female  and 
male  volunteers  to  present  this  innovative  program  about  sex 
role  stereotyping  and  woman  abuse.  Call  Elizabeth  at  (617) 
891-0724  by  10/15. _ (13) 

LESBIANS 

1  need  volunteers  for  doctoral  research  on  adult  lesbians  com¬ 
ing  out  to  their  mothers.  If  you  arc  age  25-35,  out  as  a  lesbian 
for  at  least  four  years  and  out  to  your  mother  within  the  past 
three  years,  you  are  eligible.  If  interested,  call  Wendy  Rosen  at 
497-5178.  Leave  message. _ 03) 

RED  HANKIE  NETWORK 

Join  200  guys  nation-wide!  For  details,  send  SASE  to:  A.S.P. 
P.O.  Box  14543,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15) 

PILOTS! 

LF  seeks  partners  MorF  in  ’79  TIGER,  1950TT,  150SMOH, 
IFR  equipped  with  King,  NARCO,  xpndr,  GS,  ADF,  audio 
panel,  intercom.  Based  at  Bedford.  Contact  Megan  877-9019. 
(13) _ 

INDEPENDENT  CATHOLIC  MASS 
Sundays,  5:30  PM,  351  Boylston  St.  Gay  Community 
welcome.  Jesus  doesn’t  condemn  He  loves. _ (14) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


MARGARET  KELNER,  MsT 

AMTA-certified,  experienced  massage  therapist  offers 
caring,  relaxing,  deep  massage  for  women.  Techniques 
include  Swedish,  neuromuscular,  structural  massage, 
reflexology.  Jamaica  Plain  office:  (617)  524-2632.  Leave 
message. _ (21) 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
ot  single  items  or  entire  estates. 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women’s  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  HaviianU  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


SERVICES 


MARLENE  RICHARDSON,  ACSW 

Certified  Clinical  Social  Worker 
379  State  Street,  Portsmouth,  NH,  03801.  (603) 
431-2580.  Insurance  reimbursable. _ (13) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•Generol  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7840 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia, 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  Ail  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 


Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


FREE  APARTMENT 

PLUS  SiSO/MONTH 

Work  2  3-day  weekend  shifts  and  provide  '/2-time 
emergency  coverage  doing  personal  care  for  Jamaica 
Plain  disabled  lesbian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  learn 
personal  care,  and  not  smoke  on  shift.  Will  train,  call 
Connie  Panzarino  (617)  524-0921 . _ (15) 

Small  painting  business  looking  for  people  to  do  pain¬ 
ting  and  prep  work  20-30  hours/wk.  Experience  not 
necessary  —  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  openness  to 
learning  is.  $8/hour.  536-0147, _ (13) 

PART  TIME  ASST.  BOOKKEEPER 
Some  experience  necessary,  2  days/week,  casual  office, 
varied  tasks.  Call  Lynn  (617)  661-6975. _ (13) 

HOUSEKEEPER 

Young  male  wanted  for  position  in  academic  household 
in  Pittsburgh.  Live-in,  board,  education  expenses  pro- 
vided.  Write  GCN  Box  Service:  4  330. _ (14) 

CHILDCARE  NEEDED 

Responsible,  loving,  regular  weekend  evenings  and  occa¬ 
sional  weeknights.  Own  transportation  prefered.  $5/hr. 
(617)522-7620. _ (13) 

BOOKSTORE  STAFFPERSON 

Staff  person,  fulltime,  for  socialist-feminist  bookstore 
to  start  November  28.  Salary:  $15,000  plus  health  and 
dental.  For  application  call  (401)  521-3230  or  write  to 
Dorrwar  Bookstore,  lOT'/i  Hope  Street,  Providence, 
Rl,  02906.  Apply  by  November  3. _ (13) 

OUTREACH  JOB  &  ADVOCATE  JOB 
2  jobs  in  alternative  mental  health  and  battered  women’s 
residential  program.  Advocate  job  includes  general  ad¬ 
vocacy,  resource  coordination;  program  administration. 
Knowledge  of  gay  issues  required.  Outreach  job  involves 
representing  agency  through  written  materials  and 
speaking  engagements.  Both  require  ability  to  work 
with  diversity.  Access  to  car  needed.  Salary  19,580  to 
start  with  generous  benefits.  Send  resumes  to  Beckert; 
Eliz.  Stone  House,  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(13) _ 


ELEGANT  FIXTURES 


To  consumers,  contractors,  architects  and  decorators.  Bnckman's 
has  meant  high-quality  bath  fixtures  and  decorative  haidware 
foi  over  forty  years 

To  those  who  have  or  would  like  to  have  a  career  in  INSIDE 
SALES,  we  otter  the  finest  showroom  environment  You  must 
have  a  true  sense  of  style  Strong  sales  ability  without  a  hint 
ol  pushiness.  Overpowenng  motivation  in  a  well-groomed 
package  And  taste,  taste,  taste 

Excellent  salary  and  benetit  package  Regular  reviews.  Please 
call  Mr  Michaels  at  (617)  899-&TO1  or  09-3518.  kiesday-Satur- 
day,  or  send  him  your  resume  and  salary  requirements  at  P.O. 
Box  9160.  Waltham.  MA  02254  9160 

Mil  bricKpnan^ 


HELP  WANTED 


carpenter 

wanted 

Looking  for  a  person  who  is 
motivated  and  skilled.  This  is 
a  business  opportunity  with  a 
small  construction  firm. 
Experience  necessary.  Call 
Butler  Builders,  (617) 
893-5971. 


ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02 116.  _ _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


SHARE  DORCH  2BD  APT  NEAR  THE  T 

porch,  piano,  pantry,  yard,  wood  floors.  $250  plus 
utilities.  I’m  gay  man,  37,  with  nice  dog.  You’re  non- 
smoker  and  classical  music  lover.  (617)  282-9384 
(message). _ 04) 

2LF  seek  2  female  housemates  for  multiracial  household 
in  J.P.  Beautiful  house,  close  to  T.  250  plus  utilities. 
Avail.  1 1/1.  Jerri  or  Jan  524-1303. _ (13) 

LF,  30,  sks  rmmtes,  M  or  F,  to  create  coop  home  in  nice 
Medford  apt.  No  smoking  or  pets,  lots  of  sharing  and 
caring.  300  plus,  avail,  now  or  Nov.  1.  Call  Barbara 
(617)  391-7474, _ (14) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  F  for  sunny  3BR  in  Winter  Hill.  Roomy,  bay 
windows,  hardwood,  porches,  parking,  quiet  road.  Seek 
L/Bi  25  plus,  responsible  professional,  sense  of  humor, 
for  friendly  independent  home.  Sorry,  no  smok- 
ing/drugs.  $300  plus  utilities.  Call  623-5535. _  (14) 

2  LFs  seek  same  for  sunny,  large  apt.,  Dorch. /Milton 
line;  T  nearby.  Quiet,  friendly,  semi-coop,  somewhat 
separatist,  left-leaning,  270  plus,  (617)  825-2752.  (13) 


CLASSIFIEDS 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

CAMB/SOM  nice  apartment  near  everything  and  “T” 
on  quiet  tree-lined  street.  One  responsible  LF  with 
humor  seeks  2L’s,  (25  plus).  No  smoking  or  pets.  For 
1 2/ 1 .  $342  plus.  (6 1 7)  623-3 1 66. _ (L4) 

LF  lloking  for  non-smoking  same  who  wants  to  rent 
house  in  No.  shore  area.  Prefer  25-35  prof,  who  like 
quiet  country  near  major  routes.  (508)  777-5765.  (15) 

PROGRESSIVE  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 
Gay  or  Bi  man  sought  for  our  feminist,  semi-veg, 
playful,  spacious  (3  story!),  6-person  home  of  men  and 
women,  gay  and  straight.  Some  shared  meals  and 
chores.  Available  now,  call  ASAP  (after  8pm  is  best): 
617/864-1466. _ (J3) 

LF  wanted  to  share  roomy  4  bedroom  apartment  in 
Medford  near  Tufts.  $215  plus  utilities  with  three  in- 
dependent  friendly  dykes.  395-8257,  Nov.  1st. (13) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  ol  25«  per  word  (354  per  word  tor  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  351  for 
each  additional  word. 

S _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  1  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  rJ  MOVERS  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  to  share  large  house.  Semi- 
coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last  month's 
rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648. _ (13) 

Jamaica  plain 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail,  im¬ 
mediately.  Call  Tamsin  or  Laura  at  (617)  524-1874  or 
Laura  at  (6 1 7)  495-1 595  (days), _ [13) 

SPACIOUS  JP  HOME 

Want  a  place  for  a  year?  Possibly  more?  Seeking  one  or 
two  housemates.  Beautiful  renovated  Jamaica  Plain  Vic¬ 
torian.  Green  and  Orange  lines.  Dogs  great.  Meat  fine. 
No  cats  or  cigarettes.  Off  street  parking.  Price 
negotiable.  Call  Laurie  at  522-5173. _ (13) 

SOMERVILLE 

Wanted:  Two  average  queers,  gender  unimportant, 
responsible,  friendly,  share  chores,  some  food  buying, 
meals.  You  are  nonsmoker,  petless,  mature.  Me  35; 
dyke,  many  interests.  Have  large  house,  three 
bedrooms,  fireplace,  wood  floors,  porch,  street  parking, 
great  location,  quiet,  safe!  $325.00,  Ig.  room,  $345.00 
sm.  room.  Negotiable.  Call  (617)  623-7258 
8am-10:30pm. _ (13) 

J.P.  APARTMENT 

ILF  seeks  2LFs  for  3BR  apt.  in  Victorian  house  near 
J.P.  Licks.  Wood  floors,  porch,  yard  and  W/D  in  base¬ 
ment.  $4l5/month  includes  heat.  Available  Oct.  1st  (or 
sooner).  Call  Julie  at  536-9428  (H)  or  725-3562  (W),  (13) 
Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300plus. 
524-9857, _ (13) 

Natick  —  Two  gay  females  seek  same  to  share  large 
private  home.  Non  smoker,  no  pets.  Conv.  location.  350 
plus  utilities.  Call  65 1  -8240.  (13) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  Avail.  Sept.  1,  250 
plus  call  491-4005. _ (13) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LFs  seek  2  more  for  2nd  and  3rd  floor  apr.  in  JP  house. 
Semi-coop,  veggie,  spacious,  wood  stove,  close  to 
Orange  and  Green  lines.  Call  Suzie  or  Peggy  522-9351. 
(13)  _ 


APARTMENTS 


WATERFRONT  RENTALS 

New  construction,  1  &  2  bdrms,  prkg,  daily  shuttle  and  public 
trans.  From  $l,000/mth.  8894446. _ (12) 

JONES  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  one  bdrm.  apt.  in  lesbian  owned  house,  offstreet  pkg., 
trees,  air,  view,  avail  Nov.  1,  $525  incl.  heat  &  all  util,  (617) 
436-2583. _ (16) 

CHANDLER  STREET 

Small  1  B.R.  newly  renov.  Includes  gas,  heat,  h/w. 
650/mo.  Floor  thru  1  BR  newly  renov.  Gas,  heat,  H/W. 
950/mo.  By  owner  469-3466. _ (13) 


FOR  SALE 


NEW  “Ultra” 

TOWNHOMES 

2  &  3  bedrooms,  2 '/a  baths, 
central  air,  2  car  parking 
with  garage, 
eat-in  kitchen, 
400  yard  walk  to  Wollaston  T 
beautifully  landscaped, 
gas  heat. 

from  $164,900 

Old  Colony  Village 
Open  House 
Sat.-Sun.,  1-4  p.m. 

165  Old  Colony  Road 
Quincy,  AAA 
Central  Real  Estate 
(617)  328-1312 
(617)  773-8824 


MEL  VILLE  PARK  CONDOS 

Spacious  &  affordable.  Almost 
everyone  can  qualify  for  one  of 
seller’s  new  financing  programs  with 
very  little  money  down.  Also,  no 
money  dwn  rent  to  own  option 
available.  $108-115,000.  Call  Peter 
Fairley  at  RE/MAX,  (617)  770-1444, 
MLS.  (12) 


SUPPORT 
OUR  ADVERTISERS 

They  help  bring  you  the 
paper  each  week. 


CHEAP  ROUND-TRIP  TICKET 

BOSTON  TO  NASHVILLE,  TN 

Best  offer  accepted  on  ticket  for  non-stop  flight  (cost 
$300)  leaving  Boston  Oct.  6  at  5:30pm,  leaving  Nashville 
to  return  to  Boston  Oct.  10  at  1pm.  (It’s  one  of  those 
non-refundable  tickets  and  I  can’t  take  the  trip  — 
HELP!)  Call  Steph  at  GCN,  426-4469  (days).  (13) 


VACATIONS 


CONDADO  BEACH  P.R. 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388.  (19) 

P-TOWN  TIMESHARE 

1  BR  floating  week  Eastwood  at  Provincetown  sleeps  4. 
Exchange  internationally.  Must  sell.  Call  or  write  (413) 
628-4691,  S.  Waldman,  P.O.  Box  409,  Hadley,  MA 
01035. _ (13) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
H1GF1LANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Escape  to  the  peace  and  privacy  of  Vermont.  Secluded  j 
lesbian  farm  offers  veg.  cuisine,  cozy  rooms  with  views  | 
and  daily  trail  rides  cn  our  own  gentle  horses.  Waterfall ! 
skinny  dipping.  Early  fall  foliage.  (802)  533-7772. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info.  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergcnerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBLA.  P.O.  Box  1923.  St.  Louis. 
Missouri.  63118. _  (7) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

- ni- MM _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movets. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCK: 
'  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
■  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181, _ (ex) 

BLACKfOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  19641  W.  Seven  Mile,  Detroit 
Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ _ _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  ‘‘A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _  ' _ (ex) 
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SUBSCRIBE 

and  save  33%  off  the  cover  price, 
while  getting  the  most  provocative 
coverage  around  of  sexual  politics 
and  culture. 

I  year,  49  issues,  $33;  6  mos.,  $20 
Send  to;  GCN  Subscriptions,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston, MA  02116. 

GCN  is  published  by  the  non-profit, 
tax  exempt  Bromfield  btreet 
Educational  Foundation 

See  page  4  for 
subscription  forms 


rrispners 
Seeking 
Friends  I 

TOAU™THOSE^N  &  OUT  OF  PRISON,! 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE,  j 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  4 ngrch/slj 


Jh  m 

<U 


Homosexual  female  in  for  sex  crime  (‘girl  love’) 
Am  supporter  of  NAMBLA  and  love  young 
Black  girls.  Indian  girls  are  fine  too.  I’m  into 
flowers,  working  on  cars;  am  a  truck  driver  by 
trade.  Soon  to  get  out.  (No  men  need  write) 
Frances  J.  ADKINS,  19631  B-corr,  1479  Collins 
Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. _ 

Hi,  I’m  a  very  healthy,  cute  female  who  loves 
sports,  weightlifting,  exercise  and  the  great  out- 

B  doors.  I’m  looking  to  meet  an  interesting 
woman  to  correspond  with.  If  someone  wishes 
B  to  correspond,  please  write  Carolyn  MADRY, 
I  A 1520 16  Box  380,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
1  Pines  FL  33024, _ 

I  I’m  very  lonely  and  would  like  to  correspond 

■  with  any  Gay  person.  1  enjoy  dancing,  singing 
9  and  dressing,  however  all  I  can  do  right  now  is 
■  write.  1  enjoy  reading  your  GCN  because  we 
1  need  more  proud  Gay  people.  Erica  RAINEY, 
D734543  (152),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke_Pines 
FL  33024. 1 


DICTIONARIES  needed! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners 
is  junior  high  school  (meaning  that  many 
haven’t  even  finished  elementary  school).  = 
Both  because  they  have  ‘time’  now  and  3 
because  they  need  to  understand  the  3 
pretentious  ‘legalese’  and  other  language  of! 
the  system,  they  need  dictionaries.  ■ 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for 
‘deals’  and  picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send 
louCJTHANKS!  ■  • 

NEW  YORK  Prisoners!! 

If  you  have  been  denied  services  | 
because  of  being  HIV  positive  when 
you’ve  been  taken  outside  the  prison 
(for  example,  forced  testing,  denial  of 
surgery,  etc.),  please  write:  Office  of 
AIDS  Discrimination  Issues,  55  W. 
125th  St,  New  York,  NY  10027,. 

>9999909999999 

OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE  is  a 

prisoner  support  newsletter  produced  by 
the  American  Friend  Service  Committee  & 
available  FREE  to  prisoners  (donations 
gratefully  accepted  if  you  like!);  SS  to  out¬ 
siders.  Write:  AFSC,  10  Putnam  Ave,  Rox- 
bury.  MA  02119.  


Looking  for  someone  gay  or  bisexual  for  | 

Romance.  Not  interested  in  material  things.  I’m  | 
half  Japanese  and  half  Cherokee.  Love  Sex, 
kinky  and  otherwise.  I’m  lonely.  Gayley  yours, 
Calvin  Lee  SELF,  7735  (6-blk),  2390  Bob] 
Phillips  Rd,  Bartow  FL  33830. _ _ 

I  receive  letters  from  young  people  worldwide, 

especially  from  Africa,  who  want  to  come  to  the  j 
USA  to  go  to  trade  schools  or  college.  Can  | 
anyone  tell  me  how  they  can  find  sponsors,  j 
scholarships,  or  even  a  place  to  stay?  Patrick 
KEARNEY,  B-88913,  Box  689  Rm  Y-336, 
Soledad  CA  93960. _ 

I  am  66  and  would  like  to  correspond  with  men 
or  women.  I’m  bisexual.  My  hobbies  fishing, 
bowling  and  work.  I  was  self-employed  as  a  | 
plumber  before  my  arrest.  Thank  you  for  your  I 
help.  Robert  FOLEY,  80A  1279,  24/20,  Box  J 
149,  Attica  NY  14011.  


Handsome  black  male  seeking  to  correspond  j 

with  someone  that  enjoys  life.  I’m  33,  love  ] 
reading,  sports  and  good  people.  I  would  like  to  j 
hear  from  some  loving  gay  brothers  and  sisters 
out  there.  Send  photo  and  I’ll  do  the  same. 
Juluis  BOWLES,  East  down  315,  PO  Box  00, 
W.  Concord,  MA  01742.  


Gay  male,  48,  would  like  to  write.  Into  various  | 

types  of  sex  out  of  the  ordinary.  Also  like  to  j 
write  long  letters  and  photography.  1  also  like  to  j 
be  surrounded  by  young  people.  Lee  CLOUD, 1 
C-59987,  Box  705  (LB  124),  Soledad  CA  93960  j 

Gay  Black  male,  top,  seeks  gay  bottom,  TV  or  | 

TS  to  share  perennial  friendship  and  hopefully 
more.  Am  waiting  for  your  tender  touch!  R. 
DuBOSE,  186-915,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH 
45601. _ 

Gay  man  seeks  caring  passionate  man  for  cor-  j 

respondence  and  friendship  and  possibly  more. 
My  interests  are  the  outdoors,  the  water,  roller  | 
skating  and  enjoying  the  perils  of  life  under  the  i 
stars.  Please  reply  to  Jimmy  WARD,  157395,1 
5A-22,  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MOj 
63640. 


Incarcerated  GBM,  sensitive,  caring,  mature  & 
understanding.  Passive-Aggressive,  poet,  artist 
in  dire  need  of  someone  who  would  enjoy  shar¬ 
ing  feelings  and  thoughts  through  mutual  cor¬ 
respondence.  David  ‘Mahogany’  HACKETT, 
154-818,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699 

Gay  male,  brown  skin  complexion,  intelligent, 

open  mind,  wishing  to  correspond  with  anyone 
of  the  Gay  Community.  Virgil  ELLIS,  107922, 
Camp  J  Shark  3L3,  Angola  LA  70712. _ 

I  do  at  least  1000  pushups  and  situps  every  day 
(we’re  locked  in  our  cells  here  23  hrs  a  day) 
altho  I  guess  it’d  be  safe  for  someone  to  assume 
my  chest  and  stomach  muscles  aren’t  the  only 
ones  that  stay  hard!  I’m  a  lonely  person  (of 
course)  I  do  a  little  poetry  and  artwork  and 
hope  someone  out  there  will  be  interested  in 
writing  to  me  for  friendship.  Garry  EASON, 
13062-116  (F-A-13),  PO  Box  1000,  Marion  IL 
62959, _ . 

Right  now  I’m  only  a  Queen,  but  I  plan  on  go¬ 
ing  to  the  limit.  Gee,  you  handsome  men,  how 
about  a  letter.  It’ll  be  worth  it!  Randi 
WRIGHT,  121647,  Box  8000,  245  Whalley, 
New  Haven  CT  06530 _ 

I’m  a  bisexual  Black  male  who  is  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  with  Gay  males  for  friendship.  I 
like  reading,  writing  poetry,  watching  old 
movies,  exercising,  cooking  and  making  love! 
I’m  29  and  well  endowed.  All  nationalities 
welcome!  Arthur  SWINDLE,  87 A  2249,  Box 
51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 

I  am  seeking  a  fun,  loving  and  caring  friendship 
or  relationship.  In  order  for  this  I  must  have  a 
fun,  loving  and  caring  guy.  Gerald  M. 
ENLOW,  02283-031,  Box  1000,  Milan  MI 
148160. _ 

I’m  a  28  yr  old  Transvestite  who  would  like  to 
start  a  relationship  that  would  grow  into  some¬ 
thing  special.  All  replys  answered.  Bradley 
CHAPIN,  174-198,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699  _ 

‘  tig  i 

I  I’m  28,  bid  hair,  and  will  write  all  walks  of  life. 
Dennis  G.  LOWRY,  852193  MN  453,  PO  | 
Drawer  1072,  Arcadia  FL  33821. _ 

25  yr  old  bisexual  male,  excellent  body,  would 
like  to  correspond  with  gays  or  straits,  male 
and  female.  I’m  into  weight  lifting,  good  music 
and  kinky  sex.  Lets  exchange  our  experiences.® 
Dean  KOESLING,  D-66394,  Box  705  CB-306 ,■ 
Soledad  CA  93960. 

Hi,  I’m  30,  well  built,  into  nature,  meeting] 
mature  people  who  would  like  an  honest  friend¬ 
ship.  Will  exchange  photos.  Dennis  A  MILLS,  | 
Rt  1  Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 

French/Italian  gay  male  interested  in  all  areas 
of  life.  Dark  curly  hair.  Looking  to  meet  new 
people  and  establish  sincere  friendships.  Craig 
FORNARO,  481998,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. _ 

I’m  very  lonely  here  in  prison.  I  love  romance, 
drive  in  movies,  parks  and  outdoors  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  some  gay  guys  out  there.  I 
can’t  write  prisoners.  John  SPENCER,  Box 
629-59262,  Florence  AZ  85232. 
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15  Saturday  □  Banding 
Together,  a  program  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of 
America  (pictured  here  in 
their  first  combined 
performance  at  the 
Hollywood  Bowl)  features  the 
Rhode  Island  Feminist  Chorus 
and  Boston’s  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  So,  sing  out! 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Coffeehouse  with  Catie  Curtis, 
folk/women’s  music.  Arlington  St.  Church.  8- 1 1  pm. 
$3.50  suggested  donation.  No  alcohol  or  tobacco.  Info: 
Lori  Kenschaft  617/547-5209. 

Amherst  □  Unity  and  Diversity  conference. 
Les/gay/bisexual  gathering  with  theme:  Wellness  in  our 
Community.  Through  Oct.  9.  Hampshire  College,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Hampshire  Women's  Center.  Info  or  to 
volunteer,  write  Box  662,  Hadley,  MA  01035. 

Boston  □  Open  Door  Theatre  presents  “The  Woman 
King,"  a  new  musical  comedy  by  Boston  playwright  Brad 
Ellis.  Also  10/13-15.  At  The  Double  Edge  Theatre,  40 
Brighton  Ave.  8pm.  $8.  Info:  617/367-5839. 

Boston  □  Screening  of  prize-winning  documentary, 
“Miles  of  Smiles,  Years  of  Struggle:  The  Untold  Story  of 
Black  Pullman  Porters."  Boston  Public  Library,  666 
Boylston  St.  3:30pm.  Free.  Info:  617/536-5400  x3 1 6. 

9  Sunday 

Boston  □  “Get  Ready  for  Coming  Out  Day 
Party.”  CITI,  15  Lansdowne  St.  9pm-2am. 

Quabbin  Reservoir  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 

5-mile  hike.  Info:  Rod  617/265-9056. 

1 1  T uesday 

New  York,  NY  □  WNET  Channel  13  shows  “Half  a 
Million  Strong,”  a  documentary  about  the  unveiling  of 
the  AIDS  Quilt,  at  1 1 :30pm,  and  “Lifetime  Commit¬ 
ment:  A  Portrait  of  Karen  Thompson”  at  midnight. 

Boston  □  “Gene  Burnes  Show”  hosts  members  of 
Boston's  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  to  discuss  coming 
out.  WRKO  AM,  I0am-2pm. 

Boston  □  National  Coming  Out  Day  Committee 
members  discuss  the  personal  and  political  effects  of  com¬ 
ing  out  on  the  Oprah  Winfrey  Show.  WCBV-TV,  5pm. 

Boston  □  “A  Student's  Guide  to  Coming  Out,” 

workshop  by  Dan  Yu  of  Tufts  and  Kate  Sawyer  of 
UMass.  Room  222,  UMass/Boston  Park  Sq.  building,  100 
Arlington  St.  Info:  617/227-8353. 

Cambridge  □  Coming  Out  Day  Party.  Sponsored  by 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  and  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Veterans.  1270.  1270  Boylston  St.  Info:  617/227-8353. 

Brookline  □  Bisexual  Celebration  of  National  Com¬ 
ing  Out  Day.  Bi  visibility  and  dinner.  Look  for  folks  wear¬ 
ing  Bisexual  Pride  T-shirts.  Meet  7pm  in  Coolidge  Comer 
in  front  of  Brooks  Drug.  Info:  617/734-9348. 

Cambridge  □  An  evening  of  prayer,  meditation  and 
discussion  for  all  affected  by  AIDS.  Everyone  welcome. 
Christ  Church,  Zero  Garden  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info: 
617-876-0200. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  spon¬ 
sors  “New  Approaches  to  the  Bible.”  See  10/4 
listing. 


Cambridge  □  "Getting  Into  Print,”  a  workshop. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Donations  accepted.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

12  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  spon¬ 
sors  HIV  antibody  positive  support  group.  720 

Massachusetts  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm.  Info: 
617/523-7664. 

Boston  □  Presentation  by  Michael  Russo,  Boston 
artist-activist.  Large  canvasses  explore  issues  of  racism  and 
nuclear  war.  Mass.  College  of  Art  North  Hall  Gallery, 
Tetlow  St.  5pm. 

Boston  □  “People  are  Talking,”  T  V.  program, 
discussion  of  coming  out  with  members  of  Boston’s  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Community.  WBZ-Channel  4,  12:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  The  Women’s  School  presents  first  of  3 
weekly  classes  on  Lesbian  History.  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free,  contributions 
accepted.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

1 3  Thursday 

Boston  □  “Personal  Metaphors,”  a  discussion  with  an 
Argentinian  filmmaker,  printmaker,  and  Puerto  Rican 
writer.  Part  of  Latinoamerica  Despierta:  Art  and 
Identity  in  Latin  America  Today.  Massachusetts  College  of 
Art,  625  Huntington  Ave.  6:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/232-1555  x484. 

Boston  □  Torch  singer  Belle  Linda  Halpern  and 

pianist/musical  director  Ron  Roy  perform  to  benefit  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  Holistic  Health  Team.  Club 
Cabaret  at  the  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8pm.  $10. 
Info:  617/536-0972. 

14  Friday 

Providence,  Rl  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South 
East  Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Body  Lab,  568  S.  Main  St. 
8-1 1  pm.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  Shabbat  Service  and 
Oneg.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to  share.  All 
welcome.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info: 
617/782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  Liz  Lerman/Exchange  &  Dancers  of 
the  Third  Age  Boston  premiere  performance.  Also 
10/15.  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  41  Second  St.  8pm.  $12. 
Info:  617/492-7578 

Randolph  □  Joyce  Dolberg,  psychotherapist,  will  discuss 
the  use  of  hypnosis  in  conjunction  with  professional 
counseling.  Hosted  by  Gay  Professional  Women.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  8pm.  $5.  Info:  617/585-6051  (after 
7pm). 

1 5  Saturday 

Billerica  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society  mon¬ 
thly  meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  The  Gaylaxians,  PO  Box 
1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  MA  02117. 

Waltham  □  Waltham  Battered  Women  Support  Com¬ 
mittee  sponsors  a  walkathon.  Ten  kilometers,  with  a 
party  afterwards  on  the  Waltham  Common.  Info:  Jane 
617/891-0724. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
men,  monthly  meeting.  Guest  speaker,  Kevin  Cathcart  of 
GLAD  on  legal  rights.  Refreshments,  socializing.  Visitors 
welcome.  2-4pm.  $1.  Info:  Box  352,  Reading  MA  01867. 

Quabbin  Reservoir  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 

foliage  off-road  cycling,  30  miles.  Meet  at  10:30am.  Info: 
Bob  617/266-3812. 

Amherst  □  UMass  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/ae  first  an¬ 
nual  homecoming  for  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual  alum¬ 
ni/ae.  Events  include  workshops  on  anti-gay  violence  and 
coming  out  to  parents.  Through  10/16. 


Boston  □  Boston's  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
presents  “Banding  Together,”  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bands  of  America  in  Concert.  Special  guests,  Rhode 
Island  Feminist  Chorus  and  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  Jordan  Hall,  Huntington  Ave.  and  Gainsborough 
St.  8pm.  $8  &  $12. 

Boston  □  “Massage  and  Talk”  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  551  Tremont  St.  7:30- 1 0:30pm.  $12.  Info: 
617/522-9164. 

Northampton  □  SHELIX  S/M  support  meeting. 
Discussion  topic:  “Living  Our  Fantasies  of  Who  We  Are 
through  S/M."  New  women  welcome.  8pm.  Info: 
413/584-7616. 

16  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Louise  Rafkin,  author  of  "Different 
Daughters,”  celebrates  her  new  anthology,  "Unholy 
Alliances:  New  Women's  Fiction."  With  Patricia  Roth 
Schwartz  and  Barbara  Selfridge.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Somerville  □  Somerville/Medford/Arlington  Lesbian 
potluck.  6pm.  Info:  617/625-7247. 

Boston  □  “Voices,”  a  musical  celebration  of  the  whale, 
with  Paul  Winter,  Judy  Collins,  Patty  Larkin,  and  Buskin  & 
Batteau.  To  benefit  the  Long  Term  Research  Institute. 
Symphony  Hall.  8pm.  $l8.50-$25.  Info:  617/259-0423. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  monthly 
potluck.  Bring  a  dish  to  share  and  a  non-alcoholic 
beverage.  Newcomers  welcome.  First  Church  Hall  at 
Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  Kenn  617/524-8337; 
Margaret  617/524-8070. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  apple  picking.  Meet  at 
Workmen's  Circle  for  carpooling,  1762  Beacon  St. 
1:30pm.  Info  and  rides:  617/782-8894. 

17  Monday 

Boston  □  Virginia  Apuzzo  speaks  on  the  topic  “You 
Don't  Have  To  Be  Gay  To  Support  Gay  Rights:  On  Valu¬ 
ing  Diversity."  Simmons  College  Main  Campus  Building, 
Rm.  CI03,  300  The  Fenway.  7:30pm.  Free. 

Boston  □  Meeting  to  organize  a  steering  committee  for 
“Celebration  '90:  Gay  Games  III  and  Cultural  Festival." 
Everyone  is  welcome  and  encouraged  to  participate.  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7pm. 

1 8  T uesday 

Boston  □  Panel  Discussion  on  “Demystifying  Sexuali¬ 
ty:  What  You  Have  Always  Wanted  To  Know  but  Were 
Afraid  To  Ask."  Simmons  College  Alumnae  Hall,  corner 
of  Brookline  Ave.  and  Short  St.  7-8:30pm.  Free. 

Boston  □  Rita  Mae  Brown  signs  copies  of  her  new 
novel,  “Bingo,"  at  Waldenbooks,  2  Center  Plaza  (Gov't. 
Center).  5-6pm.  Info:  617/523-3044. 

Newton  □  Healing  service  for  all  those  affected  by 
AIDS.  ASL-interpreted.  Reception  to  follow.  St.  Jean’s 
Church,  253  Watertown  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/332-0445. 

21  Friday 

Boston  □  Ten  Percent  Revue  in  their  only  New 
England  appearance  this  fall.  Simmons  College  Alumnae 
Hall,  comer  of  Brookline  Ave.  and  Short  St.  8pm. 
$6/public,  Free/Simmons  community. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  the  first  in  a  series  of 
conversational  Hebrew  lessons.  Workmen's  Circle,  1 762 
Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/782-8894. 

Randolph  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South  East 
Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Randolph  County  Club.  9pm- 
-midnight.  $5.  Info:  40l/43l-0822.(  .  ,  ,  ,, 

;•*  *  V.  * 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stories  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  Topics: 
10/9.  discussion  of  National  Coming  Out  Day  with  community 
representatives.  WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1:30pm. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  10/10,  no  rap  (Columbus 
Day  observed);  10/17,  "Dating.”  The  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 

J 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women'? 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-I0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Boston  □  Women's  Rugby  Club  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  617/426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 
meets  for  HIV  positive.  PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and 
the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of 
HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be 
of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Info:  Brian  617/267-1154.  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 
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Kent  Garvey 


Mocking  about  a 
revolution 


Sixties  radicals  taunted,  trivialized  in  Patty  Hearst  and 

Running  On  Empty 


Patty  Hearst.  Directed  by  Paul  Schrader.  Written 
by  Nicholas  Kazan,  based  upon  a  book  by  Patty 
Hearst.  With  Natasha  Richardson,  William  For¬ 
sythe  and  Ving  Rhames.  At  the  Beacon  Hill. 

Running  on  Empty.  Directed  by  Sidney  Lumet. 
Written  by  Naomi  Foner.  With  Christine  Lahti, 
River  Phoenix,  Judd  Hirsch  and  Martha  Plimpton. 
At  the  Cheri  and  Harvard  Square. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

wo  fatally  flawed  films  about  ’60s-era 
revolutionaries  are  currently  playing 
the  commercial  screen.  They  err  in 
nearly  opposite  directions:  Running  on 
Empty  aims  unabashedly  for  heart-tugging 
drama,  whereas  Patty  Hearst  is  downright 
cocky,  all  bloated  with  glib  mockery. 
Neither  movie  evokes  an  authentic  sense  of 
its  characters’  political  commitments,  nor 
clarifies  the  urgency  that  led  them  to  defiant 
action.  In  fact,  for  such  otherwise  different 
films,  Running  on  Empty  and  Patty  Hearst 
share  an  uncannily  similar  quality  of 
ridicule,  a  reprimand  towards  those  who 
engaged  in  radical  resistance.  It’s  the  Big 
Chill  syndrome  with  a  few  more  years  time 
to  get  cynical  {Patty  Hearst)  and  sentimental 
( Running  on  Empty)  —  we’ll  all  wise  up 
(read:  straighten  up)  sooner  or  later,  right? 

Indeed,  both  films  smugly  deride  political 
movements  of  the  past,  while  suggesting 
similar  disdain  for  contem- 
h|»pi  P°rary  Struggles.  But 
llUl*  I  whereas  Patty  Hearst  plays 
like  borderline  satire,  Running  on  Empty  is 
as  earnest  as  they  come,  delving  with  osten¬ 
sible  sincerity  into  the  spirit,  if  not  the 
substance,  of  the  ’60s.  Director  Sidney 
Lumet  goes  epic,  attempting  to  cram  all 
sorts  of  themes  —  love,  ambition,  rebellion, 
remorse  —  into  a  story  about  survival  and 
family  bonding.  It’s  a  cloying  affair.  Really, 
any  movie  that  bursts  into  James  Taylor’s 
“Fire  and  Rain’’  at  key  emotional  moments 
has  got  to  be  gunning  for  tears. 

Still,  I  found  Running  on  Empty  intermit¬ 
tently  likable,  a  warm-blooded  effort  that 
musters  at  least  some  respect  for  its  main 
characters  —  Annie  and  Arthur  Pope 
(Christine  Lahti  and  Judd  Hirsch),  anti-war 
radicals  who  have  been  on  the  lam  with  their 
sons  since  bombing  a  napalm  laboratory  in 
1971.  Lahti,  especially,  carries  the  film’s 


Patty  Hearst,  played  by  Natasha  Richardson  (right) 

laudable  moments,  with  her  graceful  melan¬ 
choly  and  unflappable  dignity.  The  Popes’ 
teenage  son,  Danny  (River  Phoenix),  is 
another  boon  to  Running  on  Empty,  as  he 
copes  realistically  with  fits  and  starts  of  con¬ 
fusion  when  the  family  is  uprooted  once 
more,  this  time  to  New  Jersey.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  fine  talents  of  Lahti  and  Phoenix 
can’t  salvage  the  sappy,  ultimately 
pro-“ American  Dream”  plot.  Throughout 
the  movie,  which  is  set  in  the  present,  the 
Popes’  political  commitments  are  left  unex¬ 
plored  while  the  issue  of  nuclear  family  uni¬ 
ty  moves  front  and  center.  And,  of  course, 
there’s  the  burning  question:  will  Danny  get 


makes  getaway  with  colleagues  in  Patty  Hearst 
to  go  to  Juilliard? 

(At  an  especially  sticky  moment,  I  guf¬ 
fawed  out  loud  in  the  theater  while  those 
around  me  quietly  sobbed.  As  Arthur  talks 
to  his  son  about  the  teenager’s  enrollment  as 
a  music  student  at  Juilliard,  Arthur  says  to 
Danny,  “Go  out  there  and  make  a  dif¬ 
ference.  Your  mother  and  I  tried.”  Cut  to 
James  Taylor.) 

There’s  hokum  as  well  in  Patty  Hearst, 
though  of  a  more  sinister  sort.  Directed  by 
Paul  Schrader  —  best  known  as  a  screen¬ 
writer  for  such  harrowing  pictures  as  Taxi 
Driver  and  Raging  Bull  —  the  film  recounts 
in  pseudo-docudrama  style  the  1974  kidnap¬ 


ping  of  19-year-old  heiress  Patty  Hearst  by 
the  Symbionese  Liberation  Army  (SLA). 
The  screenplay  is  based  on  Hearst’s  own 
book  about  the  saga,  called  Every  Secret 
Thing,  so  Patty  Hearst  purportedly  * 
represents  Hearst’s  point  of  view.  But, 
Hearst’s  self-interest  aside,  the  movie  is  too 
arrogant,  too  stylized  to  settle  for  straight¬ 
forward  storytelling.  Instead,  it  is  rife  with 
visual  gags,  buffoonery  and  sardonic 
dismissal  of  any  real  possibility  for 
social/political  resistance.  I  squirmed  a  lot 
during  Patty  Hearst,  annoyed  at  its  facile 
delivery  and  trivialization  of  very  serious 
concerns,  especially  those  of  women  and  of 
people  of  color. 

For  example,  the  movie  wavers  incon¬ 
sistently  in  its  depiction  of  the  brutalization 
suffered  by  Hearst.  Beaten,  raped  and  ver¬ 
bally  battered  by  the  SLA  while  blindfolded 
and  locked  in  a  closet  for  more  than  two 
months,  Patty  Hearst  treats  this  atrocity 
with  over-hyped,  hallucinatory  stylization. 
The  viewer  is  pummeled  with  a  sense  of 
claustrophobia,  totally  engaged  in  the  hor¬ 
ror  of  Hearst’s  incapacitation.  It’s  skillful 
camera  work  and  set  design,  surely,  but 
psychological  terror  as  well,  which  is  then 
played  for  laughs  when  Hearst  begins  to 
identify  with  her  captors. 

Meanwhile,  the  SLA  is  presented  as  a 
troop  of  dogma-spouting,  insipid  white  peo¬ 
ple  (mostly  women)  led  by  an  even  more 
cartoonishly-sketched  Black  man,  Cinque 
(Ving  Rhames).  All  kinds  of  ridicule,  racist 
and  otherwise,  is  suggested  by  these  exag¬ 
gerated  characterizations.  By  extension,  the 
film  makes  a  laughingstock  of  other 
political  movements  —  including  Black  civil 
rights  and  women’s  rights  movements  —  of 
the  ’60s  and  early  ’70s.  When  Hearst  unites 
with  the  SLA,  the  mocking  intensifies  fur¬ 
ther.  It’s  all  a  grand  comedy  of  naivete  and 
delusion,  this  revolutionary  fervor. 
Throughout  the  movie,  feminism  is  address¬ 
ed  with  taunting  belittlement,  as  yet  another 
misguided  streak  of  rebelliousness.  And  les¬ 
bianism  among  SLA  members  is  depicted  as 
luridly  perverse,  a  further  indictment  of  the 
wacky  radicals. 

Patty  Hearst  is  a  complicated  mess 
because,  of  course,  the  SLA  was  off-kilter 
and  violent,  and  Hearst  herself,  nobody’s 
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education  and  policy  and  expose  the  tyranny  of  images  produced  by  both  scientific 
discourse  and  mass  media.” 
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Hours:  Monday-Friday  9-7,  Saturday  10-6,  Sunday  12-5. 

Visa  or  MasterCard  and  mail  or  phone  orders  welcome. 


Applications  for  employment  are 
now  being  accepted.  Please  apply 
in  person  at  51  Stuart  Street  in 
Boston,  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
from  5pm  until  7pm,  and  Saturdays 
from  1pm  until  4pm. 


